































































Lane 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER. 





FounTH SERIES. No. 24—Vo1. XI} BALTIMORE, FEB. 14, 1835. [Vor. XLVI. Wuote No. 1,221 








THE PAST-—~THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE, 


oe 





EDITED, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY H. NILES, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 





In the proceedings of the house of representatives on 
Saturday last, will be found certain interesting papers re- 
lating to the state of our affairs with France, and we have 
noticed the speeches delivered on that occasion. The de- 
bate was very earnest and animated.* 

We copy from the ‘‘National Intelligencer,” a synopsis 
of the report of the senate’s committee ‘‘upon executive 
power.” ‘Ten thousand copies of this report were or- 
dered to be printed, and the same number of Mr. Ben- 
ton’s report of 1826 on the same subject. This is well— 
the Jatter is, as it were, ‘‘out of print,” [except in this 
work], and the comparisons thus to be presented will be 
very important to a rightful understanding of things, as 
they were and as they are. 


_— 


We have collected, and arranged, a large number of 
items concerning internal improvements, and on other 
subjects—but the long articles which it has been thought 
our duty to prefer, have shoved them out, and will, pro- 
bably, throw them back still longer. 


-_-_— 


We copy from the ‘‘Globe” of Saturday last, a state- 
ment of the conversation of two very respectable medi- 
cal gentlemen of Washington, (one of each of the great 
political parties), held at the request of the marshal of 
the District, with Aichard Lawrence, the Englishman, 
who made an attempt on the life of the president—and 
yet the “Globe” prefixes and adds to this’ statement 
much matter as if to make it be believed that Lawrence’s 
‘‘mind had given way” in consequence of listening to the 
debates of congress, if really insane! Did these debates 
jlead him to think, among other strange things, that the 
powers of Europe had combined against him | Lawrence} 
to reject his claims to the crown of England, preferred a 
considerable time ago? RisuM TENEATIS! 

The ‘‘Globe,” on a previousday, published copies of 
several murdering letters that had been anonymously sent 
to the president! We feel humbled in finding that such 
things have been preserved. Insignificant as we ourselves 
are, we received a far greater number of like missives 
during the discussions on the tariff subject; and were, 
besides, several times tarred and feathered, hung, or 
burnt, IN EFFIGY—but all these afforded only matter for 
laughter one day and were forgotten the nex(, being in- 
sufficient to excite either resentment or contempt. And 
now the same paper adds several extracts from anony- 
mous writers or public speakers, to show that the assas- 
sination of gen. Jackson had been contemplated! We 
offer two of them, as ex#nples of others: 


“From Richmond Whig. Belesarius to Andrew Jackson. 

“‘| would warn your countrymen of the dangerous precipice 
to whose brink your administration is hurrying them.”’ 

“You have kept these promises by unsettling the whole 
scheme and econoiny of the government, and by accumulating 
in your own hands more power than any monarch of England, 
since Charles Ist, has dared to claim.’ 


In his speech on the removat of the deposites, in December, 
1833, Mr. McDuffie said: ‘‘1 very much doubt whether the king, 
either of England or of France, could, at this day, do such an 
act as to seize on the public treasure, without such a direct 
violation of the Jaws of the land, as would subject him toa 
peril which no man can, iu these United States, at this day, be 
subjected tO—THE PERIL OF LOSING HIS HEAD.”’ 





*We have taken a good deal of pains to prepare and present 
such extracts from or abstracts of this debate, (whieh almost 
fills the “‘Intelligencer,”’ though a small type is used), as, we 
think, will present a generally sufficient view of its character 
and bearing. At least, we have endeavored to do this. And 
the room given up to it has materially deranged the matter in- 
tended for this week’s Recister. To such things, however, 
we are always subjected during the sessions of congress, when 
things of paramount interest frequently offer themselves with- 
out a minute’s warning of their approach. 

We wish that the yeas and nays had been taken on the reso- 
lution, as offered by Mr. dams, 

Vor. XLVII—Sie. 29. 
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Now these, and all the rest, merely express an idea 
that the laws of the land had been violated by the presi- 
dent; and that, in other countries, the kings of them 
would be subjected to legal trial and punishment, for 


similar acts—but there is no assassination contemplated 
in the ideas conveyed. 


We shall add to the statement of the medical gentlemen, 
a brief account of the examination of Lawrence before 
judge Cranch, and some other papers; and hope, with 
them, to close the whole subject. Our purpose has been 
to make a cotemporaneous record of the matters relating 
to the insane attack on the person of the president, that 
when it may, in future times, be plead against us that 
we are as a “nation of assassins’—truth will be used to 
put down the miserable workings of transient politics, 
though the **Globe” and its few, very few, followers, in 
this wretched and vile attempt to make dupes believe 
what the editors themselves, in our opinion, do know to 
be utterly false and scandalous—anti-national and base. 

That there is, and probably ever will be, a quantum 
sufficit of fools to write such anonymous letters as gene- 
ral Jackson and ourselves have received, or even to hang 
him and others in effigy, must be expected; but among 
even these fools there are not many, possibly not one 
man, that would not raise his arm or risk his life to de- 
fend the PresivenT from assassination, attempted in 
their or his presence;* and, if every word used in casual 
remark or the heat of debate, is to be noted and issued 
after the manner of the ‘‘Globe,” socia} intercourse must 
be destroyed, and freedom of debate be allowed only to 
members of a governing party, let (hem be on what side 


“a baseness can influence the minds of the people at 
arge, 


We add two or three specimens of the letters alluded 
to, Which have been formaily published in the “Globe.” 
They will cause many a hearty laugh in Furope—and be 
referred to at home with wniversal ridicule or contempt, 
a little while hence. 

Charleston, 5th April, 1834, 
His majesty, Andrew 1st of America: 

Will your majesty be pleased to listen to a few words ef ad- 
monition from an humble son of Carelina. If so, hear what F 
have to say. Well sir, I propose to inform you, that two indi- 
viduals, who, reckless of all consequences, have determined to 
be the instruments of your death, thmking that by an act of this 
nature thatthey would immortalize themselves, and be sustained 
by the grumbling politicians of this country; at beast they say 
that it will be the means of handing their (now unkrewn) 
names to posterity. They are friends of mine, and seriously 
proposed to me to perform the act. But, sir, though f despise 
you for your tyranny, [ would scorn to do an act that is despi- 
cable and mean, but you may rely upon it, that the two above 
alluded to, will seek your life, and that shortly, and I look 
upon it as a duty which [ owe to the country and myself to in- 
form you. Itis useless to subscribe my name, as you cannot 
be benefitted by it, but suffice for you to know that I am your 


enemy. 
r Philadelphia. 
To general Andrew Jackson: cl 
Sir: Being a professor of writing in this city, I enclose you @ 
specimen. 

PSir: You recollect some time since that I gave you notice 
that I would assassinate you on the 15th day wh cep i 
inform you that it is to be delayed till the 15th of May. Yours, 

A DemMocRAT. 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Feb. 17, 1834. 


Sir: Damn your old soul, remove them deposites back again, 
and reeharter the bank, or you will certainty be shot in tess 
than two weeks, and that by myself!!! 





*Mr. Poinderter’s name has been freely used by the “*Globe.’” 
He has a personal quarrel with general Jackson: but, had he 
been passing at the instant when Lawrence nted his pis- 
tol at the president, every one, who knows » must believe, 
that he would have interposed bis own body to shield the off 





matter how strongly his feelings have been, or are, ¢x- 
cited against the individual whose life was thue assailed. : 


they may, at the present time and hereafter, for ever—if 
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———— a 
To Andrew Jackson, president of the United States. 

The Newport manufacturing company bas failed. Jackso- 
nians are deserting their leader, and all on your account; and 
damn your old soul, if you do not do something tor the good of 
the country, [ will murder you. 

These are things that an honest ass should kick at! 

An excess of courtesy begins to prevail in the people's 
house, at Washington! In former times, committees of 
that house were directed to do so and so; the secretaries, 
or other heads of departments, required, and the presi- 
dent requested. ‘There was meaning in the terms used. 
The house has the right to direct its own committees, 
and to require of the secretaries, &c. any information 
which it desires to possess—but to the president, (a se- 
parated branch of the government), may prefer only a 
request. Now the practice is gathering force to request 
the secretaries, &c. that they may be pleased to do this 
and that. This goes beyond the practice that prevails in 
the British parliament. Therein, as the king is held ir- 
responsible to the civil law, (though, in seasons of revo- 
lution, the daw of nature comes into action for self-pre- 
servation), the ministers of the crown are subject to the 
requirémenis of the house of commons, as they ought to 
be, being only ‘‘servants” of the executive power; and 
held directly responsible to the commons, who lawfully 
hold the purse-strings of the nation. 

We do not mean any sort of disrespect to the heads of 
departments, at Washington—but only desire that both 
houses of congress may preserve a due respect for them- 
selves, as the representatives of the states and of all the 
people of the United States. We do not like the “‘signs 
of the times” in this matter—they are evidence of a de- 
perture from original principles—of a fawning or sub- 
missive disposition, that is totally repugnant to the o/d de- 
mocracy of our political institutions; and all who yet re- 
rmoaiu of tiie former republican school, whether in office 
or out of if, will agree with us that former practices 
should be adhered to, We invite our old friend “ Odsta 
Principiis,” knows; recently by the name of “Nous Ver- 
rons,” to give us four or five columns about this thing! 

The “anti-monopolits” are very busy in preparing 
new paper-money manufactorics in several of the states, 
for the benefit of—a hard-money circulation, and—them- 
selves! 

We meet with a statement of the domestic exchange 
operations of some of the new deposite banks, prepaved 
to shew that a bank of the United States is unnecessary, 
being ‘‘instgnificant,’? when compared with the business 
performed by the local banks. 
things that are happening in these queer times. 

There is some appearance that the legal manufacture 
of bank notes in Wew York, of a less denomination than 
five dollars, may be stopped, after a while—but in the 
sketch of the report of a committee on this subject, we 
do not see it mentioned that the circulation of the small 
notes of other banks is to be prevented—and so it will 
be easily managed to keep up a supply —from some little 
bank oué of the state, obtained for that purpose? 


A resolution has been introduced into the legislature of New 
York, directing the committee on the judiciary, to inquire into 
the expediency of requiring all banks of the state to keep their 
bills at par in the city of New York. 

This is well—so far as it goes; and if a law shall grow 
out of it, will afford an example that ought to be imitated 
in other states. 

Our much valued neighbor, William Patterson, esq. 
died on Saturday last, in the eighty-third year of his age; 
a soldier of the revolution—a liberal contributor to his 
{adopted] country in the time of its need—the oldest of 
the merchants of Baltimore—and, probably, also, the 
most wealthy of that worthy class of our population. He 
possessed a high public spirit, with much private kind- 
ness and charity—and, with respect to either, wasalways 
among the foremost to do good. Untila very short time 

t, he attended to, or personally directed, the whole of 

is extensive concerns, and left us as if on a journey for 
which he was entirely prepared. He was asa father in 
and of our city, by which he is ‘tenderly, not bitterly, 
mourned.” We must regret the loss of such a man as 
he was—while being thankful that he was permitted to 


This is among the odd } 


remain so long with us. ‘This feeling is, perhaps, near- 
ly universal. Jie had no enemies—wany, very many, 
friends, 

Poultney, Ellicott & Co. came out, last week, with 
comparative statement of their account wiih the bank of 
Maryland, prepared by one of our first rate accountants, 
haviug access to the books of both partics. Is efleet secms 
to have been powerful on. the public mind, in their favor. 
As we have not entered into the particulars of this affair 
—it is not proper that we should say more about it, at 
present. esides, it is before the courts. 

oes 

The senate of Massachusetts has not concurred with 
the house in the election of a senator of the United States; 
Mr. Adams being elected by the following vote, 21 being 
necessary to a choice: J. Q. Adams 21, John Davis 13, 
Wm. Baylies 3, Isaac C. Bates 3. 

On this result being communicated, the house proeeed- 
ed to take another ballot, the result of which was that Mr. 
Davis was again elected on the part of that body—268 for 
Mr. D. 229 for Mr. Adams, and 35 for other persons, 
So the first obtained the exact number to give him a ma- 
jority of ail the votes, ‘Ihe final choice was considered 
doubtful. 

The growth of wool is the leading business of the peo- 
ple of Vermont—and a strong desire is manifested to im- 
prove and extend it; a society being formed at Montpe- 
lier, the seat of the government, for those purposes, as 
well as to obtain and spread abroad correct information 
as to the state of the wool market, &e. 

There is **much-a-do about”? many large contracts 
made in’New York between the “*ball?” and **hear” 
gamblers in the Morris canal stock. Vhe amount of 
their gambling is enormous. And the “Commercial” 
says— 

After several days deliberation the board of brokers decided 
yesterday, by a vote of 28 to 24—* That the board will take po 
cognizance of existing contracts in the Morris canal and bank.” 
As any member of that body, failing to fulfil contracts made at 
the board is liable to expulsion from it, this vote is equivalent 
to a rescindment of all Morris canal engagements, so far as that 
board has influence or authority. 

‘The gamblers have also had a ‘*mueli-a-do” in the 
Harlem rail road stock. “The whole number of shares is 
only 7,000—but 64,000 shares, have been sold, (as they 
call it), in the last seven weeks. ‘The shares and sales 
aire perhaps altogether fictitions—neither of the parties 
to the sale possessing a single share. 

We are sorry to learn that several rencontres have 
taken y,!ace between the citizens of Georgia, and certain 
Creek Indians, who have crossed from Alabama into the 
state, chargea With committing many depredations. A 
military foree wold probably be called out to protect 
the frontier citizens Of the state, some of whom, as well 
as of the Indians, had hn killed in different affrays. 


The reception, at New York, uf the proceedings of 
the house of representatives last Satura..’» caused a con- 
siderable sensation among those engaged in, reign com- 
merce. It had been expected that the war ques. 0" with 
France would have been left undisturbed—at pre. ??S 
and we still suppose that no decisive measures will be 
taken during the session of congress now about to close 
—but the shipping interest is easily excited on such sub- 
jects. There is a vast amount of American property 
afloat, and the means of defending it are insufficient— 
but France has a large number. of vessels fully manned 
and equipped for instant service; and will, doubtless, 
meet reprisals with reprisals, and soon hold a large ba- 
lance in her favor. But if any thing is done by congress, 
we hope it will have a pacific direction; and it is more 
in our power to distress France, (and without cost to us) 
by excluding her from our trade, than by a resort to 
‘force and arms,” for which she is prepared and we 
are not. 

Much surprise has been felt at the move made by Mr. 
Adams, on this oceasion. We know no more about his 
motives than any other person—but is it not possible 
that he has been altogether misunderstood? May it not 





have been his object to force the committee on foreign 
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relations to ‘‘shew their hands,” as the saying is—that 
the war party, (if such a one there is), may mcet the re- 
sponsibility of their own case, and be without exeuse, 
hereafter, for impeachments of the conduet of the other 
party? To be sure, the unanimous vote in the senate 
stands as an obstruction in the way of such impeachments 
—but, perhaps, Mr. Adams thought that, the other 
house, in which there is.a decided majority in favor of 
the administration, should also stand committed on a sub- 
ject rendered so very important -by the president’s warm 
reference to it in lis annual message. We think this 
may be inferred from the series of motions made by him; 
first—the call to know who was the chairman of the 
committee on foreign relations, when Mr. Wayne had 
taken his seat on the bench of the supreme court; second 
—his call for additional papers with respect to our affairs 
with France; and third—his desire that the committee 
should report ‘*forthwith,”’ so that they could not ‘back 
out.” 

We know nothing of the matters suggested—but a 
close reading of what Mr. A. said should be made, be- 
fore making up a judgment on the subject. 

The ‘‘war-news” from Washington, it is stated, has in- 
daced the importers of French goods, at Philadelphia, to 
hold them up for an advance. 

It is said that our squadron in the Mediterranean has 
been ordered to Gibraltar, that it may not be sequestered 
in a French port, or blockaded in a Spanish one. And 
that the Peacock and Boxer will proceed to the Chinese 
seas for the protection of our trade in that quarter. 

There is a report that the president, on Thursday fast, 
sent to the senate, (in secret session), a paper concerning 
the relations of that body with the executive, that excited 
much sensation, 

We hear of extensive fires at many places—among 
them in two of the cities of the west— Louisville and St. 
Louis. They were peculiarly distressing at the uncom- 
monly severe season in which they happened. 

At New York, on the 5th instant, in Spring street, ten 
houses were wrapt in flames at the same time—the street 
was a “wall of fire.’? The weather cold, and an almost 
entire failure of water. ‘‘Water, water’? was called for, 
and the answer came, ‘‘there is no water!”’ 

While this fire was fully raging, another broke out in 
William street, which committed yet more damage than 
the first, destroying many valuable houses and stores, 
and much injuring others. The losses by these two fires, 
in one day, are supposed to exceed the value of $100,000. 
Many of the walls of the houses fell down, and so af- 
forded opportunities for the extension of the flames, 
which, in the want of water, could not be promptly ar- 
rested, and burnt themselves out. 

Two other fires took place in Wew York on the 8th. 
One in Catherine street, the other near the head of the 
Fulton market. By the first, several houses were de- 
stroyed; but the second was confined to the place in which 
it originated, 

On the 7th, also, we had two fires in Baltimore. The 
first broke out in the extensive chair-factory of Mr. 
Dailey, on Market street, adjacent to Jones’ Falls; and 
the buildiwg in which it originated, with a chicf part 
of its very combustible contents, was consumed; and, 
had the walls not stood firm, (being faithfully built), we 
should, probably, have had nearly the largest fire that 
ever happened in this city. It broke out after 12, at 
night, and there was a plenty of water in the Falls— 
but the thermometer stood at zero, an awfully stern 
north-western gale prevailing at the time. The hats of 
the firemen were garnished with long icicles, and those 
who had cultivated whiskers had abundant crops of ice! 
It was *‘dreadful cold;’’ but the fire was limited to the 
single house, after five hours of hardy and generous ex- 
ertion. The loss is heavy, but chiefly falls on the insur- 
ance companies. 

And, at a little after 11 o’clock, A. M. same day, it 
was discovered that that very large building, the .dthene- 
um, at the corner of St. Paul’s and Lexington street, was 
on fire. At this location, there never was a full supply 
of water, and most of the hydrants had to be thawed by 
fire, the cold being continued; and the apparatus, from 
the preceding affair, was in a bad state of fitness for ac- 





tion, This great building, with all its contents, except 
in the offices in the basement story, and on the second 
floor, was consumed. But the firemen fought on, gal- 
lantly—and, with that devotion for which they are so re- 
markable, saved the many valuable public and private 
buildings, from destruction—some of which were in 
great danger. The loss was great—perhaps not short 
of 80,000 dollars, including the building and its con- 
tents. It was chiefly occupied by lawyers’ offices and 
different societies. ‘The beautiful and costly philoso- 
phical apparatus of the Mechanical Institute, (not long 
since imported from France), worth about 3,000 dollars, 
with two or three society-libraries, (one of them very 
extensive), and that of the Maryland academy of arts, 
with it. valuable cabinets, not, perhaps, to be replac- 
ed—a splendid organ, in the saloon, with other costly ar- 
ticles and fixtures, were all lost. The books and pa- 
pers of about twenty gentlemen of the bar, who had 
offices in the lower parts of the building, were generally 
saved. Twenty thousand dollars only were insured on 
the building—but the apparatus, &c. of some of the so- 
cieties and individuals were partially insured. The walls 
of this building, (five stories high) still stand, but with 
awful bearing; and yet, (on the 11th), there were icicles 
more than a foot long, pending from the windows, formed 
by the water that had been thrown up to deaden or ex- 
tinguish the flames on the 7th. This house had a wooden 
roof and very few partition walls—none in the upper 
stories. 

There has also been a considerable fire at Alexandria 
—another, attended with the loss of three lives by the 
flames, at Montreal; and we notice also two or three 
others, in which persons were consumed. 

The New York Commercial Advertiser says— 

At the recent fire in Spring street, a covey of pigeons was 
observed hovering over the flames at a great height, presenting 
a beautiful appearance, resembling that of {gold, caused by the 
reflection of the light below. For several minutes they were 
seen darting in every direction, as if ata loss where to wend 
their passage. At last they were noticed to follow the propen- 
sity ascribed to birds by naturalists, and plunged one by one, 
into the flames, where they perished. 

Though an attendant at fires for more than forty years, 
we have never seen an instance of the ‘‘propensity” 
spoken of, yet many times witnessing the disturbance of 
pigeons by fires, in the night. They always appear so 
much alarmed as to have lost the general diseretion, or 
instinet, that is given them to take care of themselves, 
and fly about as if frightened almost to death, curling 
over or about the fire—but they soon disappeared, in 
search, perhaps, of a resting place. 

It is much to be regretted that firemen, so daring in 
public good, should quarrel among themselves. These 
quarrels had proceeded to a fearful extent in Baltimore, 
but have been latterly much abated, if not nearly stop- 
ped—yet we see that at Philadelphia, the other day, 
there was a general fight between the members of two 
hose companies, in which one man was killed by a brick= 
bat, and several others badly injured. These things 
generally grow out of a spirit of competition—to be first 
at or more useful, in cases of fire. 


Worse and worse. That noble building, the court 
house of Baltimore city and county, was discovered to 
be on fire in the beautiful cupola, yesterday, the 13th 
inst. at about 11 o’clock; and its great height, though 
covered with a slate roof, forbade a suppression of the 
flames until they reached the fire proof offices on the 
first fioor. The records, we believe, were ail/ preserved. 
We cannot give particulars just now. It is thought that 
this fire surely was the act of an incendiary; and now 
supposed that the conflagration of the Atheneum was the 
result of like diabolical proceedings. The court house 
was one of the best built and extensive, and noble build- 
ings of its kind—the ornament and pride of our city. Its 
destruction is a great public loss. 


_—— 


A concurrent resolution instructing the senators in 
congress to use their best efforts to have the resolution 
of last session, concerning the removal of the deposites, 
expunged from the journals of the United States senate, 
has passed the assembly of the state of Wew York bya 
vote of 89 to31. It had previously passed the senate by 
a vote of 24 to 4. 
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The commissioners of the navy are advertising for a 
large quantity of chain-cable iron, of American manu- 
facture, and of the best quality. 


A bill has passed the senate of Delaware to authorise 
lotteries to raise one hundred thousand dollars, for the 


benefit of a college at Newark, in that state!! Can this 
bill pass into a law? 


Two imported or fugitive “artists,” accompanied by a 
cick body of foreigners, and a few others, (from six to 
eight hundred in all), last week left New York in a 
steamboat and made a landing in New Jersey, where 
they had a beastly fight, whieh extended to 47 rounds, 
when one of them was compelled to ‘‘give in.” Neither 
of the wretches was able to stand when the battle was 
over, and each was dreadfully beaten—unhappily, neither 
was killed, that the outraged authorities af New Jersey 
might have had the pleasure of hanging the other! the 
sheriff having attended and read the riot act, and or- 
dered them off—but he was only regarded with hisses. 
It was a “‘land of Jiberty !” said the gentlemen present. 


There is considerable excitement at Harrisburgh, on 
account of an arene removal of the seat of the 
government of the state of Pennsylvania from that bo- 


rough. A grand committee of the legislature had been 
raised to consider the subject. 


Edward D. Ingraham, Charles McCalester, Levi Ell- 
maker and Stephen Allen, have been appointed direc- 
tors, on behalf of the United States, in the bank of the 
United States, for the year 1835, 


We intend to publish, or, at least, pretty fully notice, 
the debate in the senate concerning the affairs of the ge- 
neral post office department. In the mean time, we think 
that the following things should be presented. 

The president of the United States—(in answer to a 
letter addressed to him, dated New Orleans, July 26th, 
and signed by Samuel J. Peters, as chairman of a large 
meeting of citizens, preterces a complaint that, by a 
new arrangement of the postmaster general, the eastern 
mail would arrive only three times a-week) said— 


You will perceive that the postmaster general cannot be just- 
ly blamed fer this reduction. His plan of retrenchment would 
have brought the expenditures of the department within its re- 
venues, in the course of a short period, without touching the 
arrangements then existing for the transportation of the mail, 
if congress had granted the moderate loan applied for at the 
last session. This application having been refused by the ma- 
jority of the senate, the department was of course obliged to 
take the steps which were in its power, from its own resources, 
to meet the demands against it. 

If in the discharge of this duty there has been a necessary re- 
duction in the accommodations to the city of New Orleans, it 
would seem that no blame therefore can be properly ascribed 
to him, but to the majority of the senate, among whom is found 
the senators of your state, who withheld the appropriation which 
would have prevented the reduction. Iam, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, ANDREW JACKSON. 

Samuel J. Peters, esq. 


To this is appended a long letter from Mr. Barry, P. 
M. G.—ail which may be found in pages 214, 215 and 216 
of the present volume. 


During the discussion in the senate on the 27th ult. on 
the bill reported for the ‘‘reorganizing the post office 
department,” Mr. Porter, of Louisiana, after some re- 
marks on the bill under consideration, said, 

He rose at this time more particularly to ask a question of 
the honorable chairman of the committee, (Mr. Grundy). It 
was whether at the last session of congress, application had 
been made for an appropriation for the relief of the. post office 
department. 

r. Grundy replied, he did not know. Something was said 
by the committee on that subject. But he had no recollection 
that a bill for that purpose was before them. 

Mr. Porter resumed. The explanation of the honorable gen- 
tleman was as he expected. No such thing was before the 
committee. He desired to make the request he did, on this 
floor, from the circumstance, that in an address published in 
the newspapers bearing the signature of a high officer—the pre- 
sident of the United States—his honorable colleague (Mr. Wag- 
gaman) and himself were charged with having voted against 
such an appropriation for the purpose of embarrassing that de- 
partment, and preventing it from granting mail facilities to the 
citizens of the state they had the honor to represent. This was 
phe reason for his asking the question. He did not accuse that 








high officer with intentional misrepresentation. But the aecy- 
sation had gone out from the president of the United States, and 
was made on the eve of an important election im Louisiana. 


It appears by the annual message of the governor to 
the New York legislature, that the income of the two 
state prisons at Auburn and at Mount Pleasant, over their 
ordinary expenses, exelusive of the support of the female 
convicts, was $28,892 42, for the last fiscal year; and 
over all expenses, ordinary and extraordinary, six thou- 


sand seven hundred and sixteen dollars and forty-two 
cents. 


Will the state prison ‘*monopolies” be abolished, in 
New York? ‘This was promised, we think, to the me- 
chanics of that state, a little while ago, at Tammany Hall, 


John C. Wright, esq. one of the judges of the supreme court 
of Ohio, has determined to resign his seat on the bench, and 
devote himself to the practice of law in Cincinnati, and to the 
advancement of the law school, which, with others, he is now 
conducting. 

This proceeding will be a serious loss to the dench, 
but a great gain to the future dar of Ohio. 


Ten columns of the Augusta, (Maine) ‘‘Age” are fill- 
ed with a correspondence and quarrel between Messrs. 
Leonard Jarvis and Francis O. J. Smith, members of 
congress from that state. It seems to have originated in 
the interference of the latter to prevent the re-eleetion 


of the former. The reply of Mr. Jarvis to a pamphlet 
published by Mr. Smith—concludes thus: 

‘If after a perusal of his pamphlet and my reply, you([the 
electors of the district], think that he has entitled himseli to 
the degrading and withering epithets, by which we mark our 
contempt of what is abject, and our detestation of what is vile 


—I leave you to apply them!” LeonaRD JaRVis, 
Washington, Dec, 1834. 


An example— 


The editor of the Harrisburgh Telegraph has been expelled 
from his seat on the floor of the house of representatives—by a 
vote of 62 to 29, in consequence of some indecorous remarks 
on the private character and domestic reiations of a member. 


-- 


The Louisiana Advertiser says— 


A case was yesterday tried in the Parish court, of Alex. H. 
Smith, vs. Peter K. Wagner! It was an action for damages for 
having written a libellous letter, impeaching the individual and 
official character of plaintiff, who was an appraiser of the cus- 
iom house, which defendant transmitted through Mr. Gordon 
tu the secretary of the treasury and president. The cause was 
conducted by Messrs. Duer and Slidel for plaintiff, and Mr. 
Mazureau for defendant. The jury returned a verdict for 
plaintiff, for five thousand dollars damages! 


The Troy, N. Y. ‘*Chronicle,” thus announces a very 
important discovery: 

“Mr. Parker, of the state of New York, has discovered a 
composition which will harden like a stone, and yet may be 
worked in a soft state as casily as mortar! Exposure to the 
weather causes it to petrify and become actual stone, requiring 
a heavy blow with a hammer to break it. Mr. P. has recently 
completed a section of canal as a specimen of that intended to 
bring water near New York from the Croton river. It may be 
cast in mouids in the form of pillars, fire places, vestibulee, &c. 
and is not dearer than brick. Its value is incalculable for 
buildings, cisterns, &c. situate in wet or damp places. It is 
undoubtedly one of the most important inventions of the day. 


The American Institute have awarded Mr. Parker a gold me- 
dal.”? 


The ‘‘Albany Daily Advertiser” says— 

Horatio Merchant, a justice of the peace, in this city, having 
married an Irish girl toa negro, has so far made himself the 
subject of public remark, as to deem it necessary to come out 
publicly with a notice stating that his life has been threatened 
by amob! We understand that he was seized by a number of 
these lawless gentry, who blackened his face in token of their 


displeasure. He disclaims having known that the female was 
a white person! 


The ‘*Boston Post” shews us how nuisances are abated 
on the side-walks of that city, as follows: 

In a case tried on Monday, at Boston, where a constable, 
after requesting an individual to retire from a crowded side- 
walk, attempted to push him off, the presiding magistrate de- 
cided, that it was a “*public nuisance,” for a number of persons 
so to occupy a side-walk, either by walking or standing, 50 48 
to compel passengers to go into the street, to pass; and that not 
only a peace Officer, but even a private citizen, had a right to 


abate such a “nuisance,” by using all the force necessary to 
remove the obstruction, 
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The ‘*United States Telegraph’ says— 
The following statement (which may be relied on) will show 


the great increase of commerce on the Ohio, from Louisville to 
below the falls. 


in the year 1825, there were only 42 steamboats in the trade; 
they made during that year 140 trips, 280 passages to and from 
Louisville to ports below. Last year 1834, there was 165 steain- 
doats in the trade, giving 502 arrivals and 602 departures—mak- 
ing 1,104 passages. Shewing an increase of four fold in steam- 
boats, and nearly five fold of trips, in nine years. 


We have a deep interest in the improvement of the 
Monongahela river. From the statistical information 
collected at the late Browrsville convention, it appears 
that the manufactures of grain, iron, paper, glass, wool, 
cotton and lumber, the growing of wool, the building of 
steam engines, steam, keel, canal and flat boats, amount 
annually to the sum of two millions two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. Dr. Iloward’s report shows that 
the improvement of the navigation from Pittsburgh to 
Brownsville may be effected at a cost short of a quarter 
of a million of dollars. 


The cultivation of ‘‘nankeen cotton” is extending in 
Georgia—and the late crop is selling for twenty cents 
per Ib. We are indebted to the present secretary of 
state, Mr. Fursyth, for this beautiful product—and, a lit- 
tle while, and ‘‘nankeens” will pass into common use 
for clothing, as in times past. Those made from Mr. 
Forsyth’s cotton have retained their native color at least 
as well as the genuine fabricks of China; and, being bet- 
ter manufactured than the China, wear longer. 

A report from the architect of the Girard college, near 
Philadelphia, says— 

There have been two millions of bricks, sixteen thousand su- 
perficial feet of marble, three thousand seven hundred cubic 
feet of granite, and one thousand one hundred perches of rubble 
stone, used in the building during the past year. 

There are now on the ground about seven hundred thousand 
bricks, reserved for commencing work in the spring; we have 
also about six thousand feet of finished ashlar, window cornice, 
sills, &c. and seven thousand seven hundred cubic feet of mar- 
bie in the rough, suitable for capitals, cornices, &c. 


The whole quantity of marble delivered during the past year, 
amounts to 26,082 cubic feet. 


As the buildings are yet only in an incipient state, the 
extent and massy design of them may be partially esteem- 
ed. The walls are of great strength—cramped and sup- 
ported by heavy works of iron. It is added that— 

The sixteen Jonie columns for the vestibules of the first sto 
ry, are iu progress of execution; twelve capitals and ten bases 
are now finished, the remaining part will be completed during 
the winter. We are working the shafts of each of these co- 


lumns in one piece; they are two fect in diameter, and fourteen 
feet long. 


It is stated in the Winchester Whig that a frame sta- 
ble situated near the tavern of Jonathan Jones, esq. on 
the Pennsylvania railway, was set on fire on Friday last, 
by a spark from one of the locomotives employed on the 
road, and consumed, together with its contents. ° 

Anthracite coal is used in our locomotives. They emit 
very little smoke and no sparks. It is strange, that this 
fuel. has not been adopted in Pennsylvania, whose coal 
fields are among the wonders of nature—being inexhaus- 
tible in quantity and near to, if not upon the surface of 
the ground. Many of the coal mines in England are 
worked at depths of more than a thousand fect—one, the 
Monkwearmouth, near Sunderland, 1,578 feet! Anthra- 
cite, in certain parts of Pennsylvania, and bituminous 
coal in the western counties, with a few exceptions in 
other states, should be, (as they will), furnished cheaper, 
for general consumption, than in any known part of the 
world. 


A real “accident,” attended with the loss of life, hap- 

ned on the Lexington, (Ky.) rail road on the 25th ult. 

e borrow the following condensed account of it from 
the Baltimore ‘‘American:” i 

The introduction of an elegant locomotive engine upon the 
road had attracted a crowd to witness its operations. Two bur- 
den cars, fitted with only a temporary bench and without side 
railings, were in the train attached to the locomotives, which 
made its trip of six miles out in safety. On the return the train, 
filled with passengers, was pushed before the locomotive, and 
in passing a curve the wheels of one of the cars was jerked off 
the road, creating a considerable shock to the whole train. 
Some of the passengers on the two burden cars attempte? to 





— 


jump off, the ground being nearly on a level with the road at 
the place; others, especially those standing on the forward bur- 
den car were thrown backwards, and knocked off, those neat 
the edge of it under the wheels of the other; some attempting 
to leap on the bank, fell and rolled down, and thus all the mis- 
chief was done. Lewis Lonkard and Leonard Taylor, of Lex- 
ington, William 4. Cocke and Joseph Holt, of Louisville, F. W. 
Trapnall, of Springsfield, and Daniel Green, of Fayette county, 
were in this way thrown off the forward burder car under the 
wheels of the other. Lonkard was instantly killed; Taylor and 
Green had each a leg broken; Messrs. Trapnall and Holt were 
severely bruised, and were probably saved by Lonkard’s falling 
before them, and in some degree stopping the car. Mr. Cocke 
had his right foct firmly fastened in the forward wheel of the 
hindmost car, and was much injured, and but for the presence 
of mind and promptness of the engineer, in stopping at the mo- 
ment, must have lost his leg, and most probably his life; ano- 
ther quarter turn of the wheel would have been fatal. He could 
only be released by taking that part of the car to pieces. Seve- 
ral other gentlemen were bruised and slightly injured, The 
Lexington Observer, from which we derive this account, saya 
that noue of the cars turned oyer, and if the burden cars had 
been substantially railed round, or if only passenger cars had 
been used, or all had been drawn and not pushed, nothing se- 
rious would have been the cousequence, 


The following vessels are now on Lake Erie—S1 
steamboats, 11,662 tons; 334 schooners, 22,015 tons; and 
3 brigs, 645 tons—total 32,322 tons! There are, besides, 
3 British steamboats and 25 schooners. What a change 
within the brief period of twenty years. 

Further, the Erie (Pa.) Gazette says— 

‘The Queen Charlotte, the flag ship of the British fleet, cap- 
tured by com. Perry in the ever memorable battle on Lake Erie, 
was raised, on Monday last, from the place where she had been 
sunk in the bay of Presque Isle, and safely moored ashore. We 
understand she is perfectly sound, and, in the opinion of good 
judges, worth more than when first launched from the stocks. 
This ship with two others, the Detroit, (British), and the Ame- 
rican brig Lawrence, were sunk, for preservation, in our bay 
about 20 years since. At the breaking up of our naval station, 
these vessels, together with most else of the public propanys 
were sold, and have now become the property of Messrs. Miles 
& Leach, of this borough, who have succeeded in raising the 
Queen Charlotte, and intend raising the others. We under- 
stand it to be the intention of the owners to fit her out, either 
brig or ship rigged, and put her into the Chicago trade,’? 


A daily line of steamboats is about to ply between 
Pittsburgh and Louisville. And we observe that a new 
and splendid steamboat, built and fitted at Wheeling, has 
just departed for New Orleans, having, for a part of her 
cargo, some 1,500 or 2,000 boxes of glass, (from the fac- 


tories there), for the Boston market. These are beauti- 
ful operations! 


We recently had a paragraph shewin 
land in Dutchess county, New York. 
paper we have the following— 

Value of Dutchess county farming lands. Within the last few 
days Mr. Caleb Barker has sold his farm situate on the post 
road about two miles south of this village, (Poughkeepsie), to a 
gentleman from Brooklyn. The farm consists of 113 acres— 
land and state of cultivation not above medium—buildings old, 
and not worth altogether more than $1,000—fences and other 
improvements quite ordinary. We are thus particular that 
readers abroad may be enabled to draw the proper inferences 
from this sale. The price paid for the farm is ten thousand dol- 
lars or eighty-eight and a half dollars per acre. 

For a farm of 150 acres, situate in the town of Washington, 
14 miles from Poughkeepsie, one hundred and five dollars per 
acre was Offered recently, but refused by the owner, 


The improvement bill was reported in the house of 
representatives of Pennsylvania, on the 29th ult. and con- 


tains the following appropriations to finish work under 
contract, 


Upon the Portage railway............ 


the value of 
rom the same 


seeeececceces$146,591 18 


se Retna t ins snk canine eeeete csecccesecehtO575 21 
6¢ Lycoming lime........eeeeee cecceceseees 46,942 10 
se Vo ee ce Becccerecasoncepsvesaecss -.+ 40,503 70 


For repairs of the canal and rail way the ensuing year 200,000 00 
TO A Goon 0.0 000s cccepcenccasocs TTTITI TTT 


00 
For the construction of weigh locks building houses 

for lock keepers, payment of officers, &c..........125,000 00 
For the construction in part of the Ohio cross cut...100,000 00 
Connexion with Erie...... Sobdideocsccccnosee «+eee++200,000 00 
Extension of the North branch...... ovescetes seees 100,600 00 
West branch ........ccceeeceeeeeens oveses seeeeseee 64,000 00 

The following exhibits a brief view of the state of the 


finances of Ohio, extracted from statistical tables from 
the auditor general’s office, 
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of tand asevesed..... cecgncse dsccednvececeesbaeeeees 
ee perhaepnoneabtte eeeeetes eeeecces cadens s o42,712,914 
Value of town JOUR cccccreecccececs eeeereeee eee eeee 10,754,887 


Horses assessed 232,662, valuatiou.............+:+. 9,306,480 
Horned cattle 413,974, do. eeeeee @eeeeeaeeeae 3,311,792 
Merchant’s capital and money at interest.......... 6,539,064 
Pleasure carriages 17,006, valuation.......seeee.es- 168,005 


Total value of taxable property .......c..e.eeeeseee 75,593,3)2 
State and canal tax for the past year................ 159,526 19 
County and school tax... ccsscccescccceecceser sees 09,836 95 
Road COE bc-b 6666 00.0 Sesedoercecseedesececdssveceses 47,747 29 
Township PP TL PE PTT TOEITT LITLE TTTreTiriie Li 67 ,968 12 
Lawyers and pliysicians tax.........sse.eseeeseeees 2,943 18 
Canal concerns. 

Tolls collected on the Canals........4 ececeeeeees $200,791 12 
Contingent expenses OW CANal,......eeeeeeeeseeese 13,858 55 

186,932 76 
Cotleeted for water rents On canal.......eeeeeeesees 4,511 75 
Net proceeds.paid into treasury. .......+++++0+++++G191,444 51 





Harvard omnes Mass. has lately come into the pos- 
session of $44,000, for any purposes that may be desira- 
ble; left by gov. Gore; nS certain persons who 
draw annuities under his will are dead, $38,000 more 
will go to the college. The college has also within a 
year received $20,000 left by Dr. Fieber, of Beverly, 

or a professorship of natural history, and $20,000 left 
by J. MeLean for a protessorship of history:—And also 
haa left by Dr. E. Porter for theological purposes:— 
aking $85,000 of donations received in one year. Fur- 
ther—certain gentlemen of Boston have also paid in 
$10,000 for the endowment of a professorship of botany. 


-_ 


The Mobile Register says— 

The Cherokee question has been up again in the Tennessee 
courts, and decided in a different way from the case recently 
reported. In that case, the courts decided against the claim of 
the state to jurisdiction; in the present the decision was adverse 
#o the Indians. An application was made to confirm the report 
of a jury laying outa public road within the Indian territory, 
and the objection raised, that the state bad no jurisdiction with- 
fn the limits of the Cherokee country, which was overruled. It 
~was but the decision of a county court, but is considered by the 
presses, as in accordance with the public sentiment. 

There are several cases of the kind, and the general question 
is to be brought before the supreme court of the state. 


ae 


An old friend of the Reeisrer, resident in Indiana, in 
@ letter dated the 5th ult. after mentioning an enclosure 
that he would make to pay for it up to September next, 
adds, “I am sorry to say that I will have to close the 
reading of its invaluable pages, for no other earthly rea- 
son than that I cannot get it with ney regularity—and my 
ability does not justify paying so high for a periodical 
that do not receive for two or three weeks at a time,” 
&e. 

We quote the words just as they are put down. To 
the main facts stated, we have become perfectly fami- 
jiar! For two or three years past, a week has seldom 

ssed without a similar occurrence. ‘This is severe— 

ut what “‘cannot be cured must be endured,” and there 
is no use in complaining about it—though the loss is not 
the less severely felt. 


We make a record of the following, from the ‘‘En- 
quirer” of the 3lst, without comment. The facts as 
stated may be useful in after times: ‘‘stick a pin here.” 

We did not witness the scenes which took place in the capi- 
tol during the election of senator; but we have received the 
moet painful accounts of the conduct of the gallery and lobby 
of the house. We have alluded te these things in our last, but 
unfortunately even a greater degree of disorder was manifested 
on Thursday night. We understand on the best authority, that 
ahen the vote was taking in the house, tumultuous shouts and 
clappings of hands were occasionally heard from the gallery. 
They were especially made, after two of the members had ex- 
plained their votes—and when Mr. Witcher was bronght in 
from his sick bed, and last of ali gave his vote for Mr. Leigh, it 
was followed byclapping of hands and tumultuous burrahe! 
‘These manifestations of triumph in a deliberative assembly are 
indecent, shameless and disgraceful. Mr. Colston moved that 
the galleries be cleared; and after the preceedings, which are 
noticed ty our reporter, the spectators in the gallery, partly 
cleared out, in consequence of Mr, Johnson’s appeal, and were 
partly cleared away by the sergeant-at-arms. 





*The gentieinan, however, adds, in a postscript—“‘Should 
any change for the better take place, you will hear again from 
geur friend.” 





| 
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We have heard some of the administration members declare 
that these disorders were calenlated, if not intended, to deny 
them the freedom of debate—and to effect the tone of the pro- 
ceedings of the house. 

Much excitement prevails among the members—and we do 
not hesitate to say, that the legislature owes it to its own dignity 
to institute a striet investigation into the circumstances of the 
case, and use proper precautions to prevent the repetition of 
any such scenes. Other agitating questions may come up 
during the present and future sessions; and it is due to the 
high character of the legislature of Virginia to protectits dignity 
by the exertion of a proper degree of vigilance. P 

The friends of Mr. Leigh were delighted at his success, 
Shouts and *hurrahs for Leigh!?? were tumultuously uttered on 
the capitol square and on the streets. The election was made 
about 9 o’clock at night; and a salute was immediately fired to 
announce the joyful intelligence. But we are happy to state, 
that during the night, there was no disorder committed in the 
city, nor any ungenerous triumph manifested over the friends 
of the administration. 


Many parts of Jre/and are in 2 state of high excitement. 
The misery of the poor people is much inereased by the 
waste of time in attending the numerous rows, and from 
the wounds and other injuries that are inflicted at them. 
The counties of Armagh, Limerick and Tipperary are 
in dreadful disorder and appalling distress. The radi- 
cal cause of these things is as much in the ignorance, and 
consequent degredation of the ‘‘peasantry,”’ as in the op- 
pressions of England! The field of industry, compared 
with the density of the population, is much too small for 
the occupancy of agricultural laborers; and the want of 
manufacturing establishments is perpetuated by the dis- 
orderly conduct and outrageous proceedings of the peo- 
ple. Labor is much cheaper in Ireland than in England 
—but property less safe in the former than the latter. 
Hence the want of improvements. Intelligenee is the 
parent of substantial liberty, and security the nurse of 
honest industry. 

In some of the ferocious affrays that have happened, 
(some of them provoked by cruel attempts to collect 
tithes), several persons have been killed. 

The Liverpool “Mereury” of the 2nd ult. shews that 
the whigs, in the period of their late administration, had 
taken off annual taxes to the amount of £6,235,000—say 
thirty-one millions of dollars, 

These are some of the items stated— 


Lessencé the annual expenses of government......£2,471,000 
Lessened the number of official persons |,858—sala- 

TICS CHOTORY CAVED 4 oo ics cdcccscccecccceces ccccece 250,230 
Abolished upwards of 2,000 places—salaries saved... 369,250 
Reduced the salaries of the ministers, chancellors, 

chief justices, attorney and solicitor general, &e. 

all salaries above £1,000 per annum, nearly one- 

WE conc caverececegs coerce esestec cacesesoases esse 199,430 
Reduced salaries and allowances of ambassadors, &c. 50,525 


Entire boards of commissioners swept away, mem- 
bers of the board reduced in number one-third. 
Two boards of stamps and taxes thrown into one, 

with various other economical regulations. 

Then follows a long list of taxes repealed or reduced, 
and the account proceeds— 

The Irish church placed on a most satisfactory footing, by 
the abolition of several useless bishoprics, and adding to the 
salaries of the inferior clergy. The Irish church cess wholly 
abolished. The bank charter renewed on a more liberal eys- 
tem—a monthly report of its accounts to be made public. The 
East India monopoly destroyed—all India and China thrown 
open to British traders. Great and salutary changes effected 
in the law, particularly in the court of chancery; in which alone 
the public will save £96,000 per annum, together with numer- 
ous improvements in every department of the state; the preser- 
vation of the peace of Europe; and above all, the abolition of 
negro slavery. The last, but not least—swept away all the rot- 
ten boroughs, and gave the people that great political charter, 
which unless they are traitors to themselves, will prevent the 
possibility of their ever being again enslaved. 





Tne NAVIES OF France anp Enotanp, We gave the other 
day from an official French journal of last year an account of 
the French navy. We now translate from the same periodical 
for January of this year, a comparative statement of the English 
and French navy, as to the number of ships and officers. 

N. Y. Am. 

Comparison between the navy of France and England. Ac- 
cording to the official documents, the officers of the English 
are, 44 admirals, 62 vice admirals, 64 rear admirals, 43 rear ad- 
mirals on half pay, 786 captains, 877 commanders, 279 Jieutenant 
commanders, 3,172 lieutenants, 487 masters, 625 quarter mas- 
tere, 1,086 medical officers, 63 chaplains. 
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There are 22 ships of 100 guns and over, 99 seventy-four gun 
ships and over, 104 frigates of and above 42 guns, 22 steam ves- 
sels, and 310 ships ranging from 40 to 36 guns—in all 557 vessels. 

The officers of the French navy are, 3 admirals, 12 vice ad- 
mirals, 22 rear adinirals, 70 captains of line of battle ships, 70 
captains of frigates, 90 captains of corvettes, 450 lieutenants, of 
line of battle ships, 550 do of frigates, 315 medical officers, 
12,500 masters, seamen and boys. 

There are 40 line of battle ships of from 74 to 80 guns 52 
frigates of ist, 2d aud 3d rate, 25 corvettes, 17 steam ships, 300 
brigs, schooners, gun boats, &c. 

England with three times as many ships and officers as we, 
spends Only 125 millions of francs annually, [25 millious dollars] 
on its Navy. Ours costs 70 millions frances, [14 millions dollars. } 

TWENTY-TUIRD CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February 6. Mr. Join Ruggles, elected a senator from Maine, 
vice Mr. Peleg Sprague, resigned, appeared to-day and took his 
seal. 

Mr. Preston reported a bill to allow James M. Sarchett to ap- 
peal in certain cases of judgments rendered against him in fa- 
vor of the United States, to the supreme court—read, &c. 

Mr. Preston reported the following bill, which was read and 
ordered to a second reading: 

A bill supplementary to the act, entitled an act to amend the 
judicial system of the United States, 

Sec. 1. Be tt enacted, &c. That, hereafter, the districts of New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware, shall constitute 
the third circuit; the districts of Virginia and North Carolina 
shall constitute the fourth circuit; the districts of South Caro- 
lina, Georgia and Alabama, shall constitute the fifth circuit; the 
districts of Louisiana, Mississippi, Iinois and Missouri, shall 
constitute the sixth circuit; and the districts of Kentucky, East 
and West ‘Tennessee, Olio and Indiana, shall constitute the 
seventh circuit. 

Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the sessions of said circuit courts shall be held once in each 
year in the following districts, to wit: commencing in the dis- 
trict of Louisiana on the — day of —; in the district of Missis- 
sippi on the — day of —; in the district of Lilinois on the — day 
of —; in the district of Missouri on the — day of --; in the dis- 
trict of Alabama on the — day of —; and in the district of Indi- 
ana on the — day of —, in each year; and in the district of De 
laware on the — day of —, and the — day of — annually; and 
in the district of Maryland on the — day of —,and the — day ot 
— annually. 

Sec. 3. ind beit further enacted hy the authority aforesaid, 
That ali acts and provisions inconsistent with this act, be and 
the same hereby are repealed. 

Mr. Webster reported with an amendment, the bill to allow 
George Whitman to import an iron steamboat, in detached parts, 
free of duty—read, &e. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, tne senate took up the bill making 
appropriations for the completion of certain roads in the territo- 
ry of Arkansas. 

Messrs. Porter and Hendricks supported the bill, and it was 
opposed by Mr. Hill. ‘I'he bill was finally ordered to a third 
reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill to change 
the organization of the general post ofiice. 

The question being on the amendment moved by Mr. Grundy 
to pay the debts of the department. 

Mr. Grundy spoke at Jengih in support of his amendment; he 
defended the president and the postinaster general; condemned 
the administration of the post otfice department, and while he 
exonerated its chief officer, he censured Mr. O. B. Brown. 

Messrs. Leigh and Ewing replied; the former contending that 
ifthe postinaster general had unconstitutionally borrowed mo- 
ney, the government were not responsible for the debt; but if 
the money was fuirly disbursed for the benefit of the public ser- 
vice, the government should pay it. The latter went inte an 
examination shewing that the report of the last session, did not 
condemn the postmaster general fora daily mail to New Or- 
leans, and that although $40,000 had been paid the contractor, 
according to his contract, there had been 159 failures in the 
course of the year. He instanced cases in which large sums 
had been paid where no services had been performed. 

Mr. Buchanan, deprecated a protracted discussion, was anxi- 
ous to pass the bill and thought the debate had better be delay- 
ed until the resolution moved by Mr. Smith was taken up. 

Mr. Kane moved an amendment guarding against fraud, 
which was accepted by Mr. Grundy. 

Mr. Bibb would never vote to pay the debts of the depart- 
ment; they should be paid out of its own funds. He believed 
the postmaster general to be honest of heart; but he had not 
administered the department as he should have done. 

Mr. Southard objected to the amendment on the ground of 
the impropriety of inserting an appropriation tn a bill to orga- 
nize a department. He wished the department to say it was 
embarrassed, and to ask for relief. He would compel the de- 
partment to retrace its assertion, that a committee of this house 
were liars, before he would vote the appropriation. We desired 
an estimate of debts to form the basis of an appropriation. 

Mr. Webster thought the proper course was first to organize 
the department, and afterwards to make an appropriation. 
Why then, if the senator wished the passage of this bill, did he 
introduce this extraneous proposition. He thought the senator 





=== 
would do better if he withdrew his amendment. Feeling 
anxious, as he did, to relieve that worthy class of citizens who 
are contractors, he asked if a list of them could not be immedi- 
ately submitted. Congress had a right to know what were the 
debts they were called upon to pay. Such an appropriation as 
that proposed was without precedent. 

Mr. Grundy withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Grundy then successively moved several amendments 
connected with the organization of the department, which were 
severally considered, amended and agreed to. 

The amendments moved by Mr. Grundy having been gone 
through with, 

Mr. Calhoun moved to amend the bill in the first section, by 
striking out the words providing for a commissioner, with a sa- 
lary of $4,000 per annum, and insert a clause assigning the du- 
ties now performed by the fifth auditor of the treasury depart- 
ment to the second auditor; assigning the duties now performed 
by the second to the third auditor of the treasury, and enacting 
that the fifth auditor of the treasury, shall hereafter be known 
as the commissioner of the general post office, and perform the 
duties, &c. 

The senate then adjourned. 


February 7. Mr. Hendricks reported a bill authorising cer- 
tain rail road companies to open their roads through the lands 
of the United States—read, &c. 

Mr. Benton made a report recommending an additions! ap- 
propriation of $100,000 for ordnance for the fortifications. 

The bill making appropriations for the completion of certain 
eed the territory of Arkansas, was read a third time and 
passed. 

The bill to change the organization of the genera! post office, 
was again taken up in committee of the whole for considera- 
tion. 

‘ Mr. Calhoun withdrew the amendment he had moved yester- 
ay. 

The bill was gone through with, amended in committee, re- 
ported to the house, amended therein, and finally passed to a 
third reading by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Bibb, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hill, Kent, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, 
Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Mangum, Moore, Morris, Nan- 
dain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tailmadge, 
Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, Webster, White, Wright 
~14. 

NAYS—None. 

Mr. Waggaman gave notice that he should, on Monday, move 
for leave to introduce a bill to establish a daily mail between 
Mobile and New Orleans. 

The senate then adjourned. 

February 9 On motion of Mr. Southard, the following reso- 
lutions were considered and adopted by unanimous consent: 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to lay be- 
fore the senate a statement of the debts owing by the general 
post office on the Ist day of January, 1835, exhibiting the name 
and residence of each creditor, the time or times when said 
debt was contracted in each case, and the cause, service or con- 
sideration for which each debt was contracted, and whether the 
same was contracted for service rendered upon a bid and con- 
tract made in conformity with the public advertisements, or 
upon @ bid and contract not in conformity with the public ad- 
vertisements, or for extra allowances upon the contracts which 
were executed. 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to lay be- 
fore the senate estimates of the amount of money necessary for 
the service of the general post office for one year from the first 
of January, 1835. 

Mr. Moore reported a bill authorising the location of other 
lands in lieu of the 16th sections granted for the use of schools, 
in any of the states and territories which bave been covered by 
previous grants. 

Mr. Calhoun, from the select committee on executive patron- 
age, made a report, the reading of which occupied an hour and 
ahalf. The report concludes with a joint resolution proposing 
to amend the constitution of the United States, so as to provide 
for a distribution of the surplus revenues among the several 
states and territories until the year 1842, See page 423. 

The committee also reported a bill to regulate the deposites 
of the public money—read twice and made the special order for 
Thursday. The committee also reported a bit! to repeal the 
Ist and 2d sections of an act to limit the term of office of certain 
officers therein named—made the special order for Thursday. 

The senate then after debate ordered that 10,000 copies of the 
present report and the report of the select committee of 1826 be 

rinted. 

: Mr. Hiil called for the yeas and nays, which being ordered 
appeared as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Ewing, Goldsborongh, Grundy, Hendricks, 
Kane, King, of Alabama, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Mangum, 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, Sinith, 
Southard, Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, White—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Hill, King, of Georgia, Morris, Shepley, 
Talimadge, Wright—6. 

The senate then adjourned. 

February 10. Mr. Waggaman reported a bil] to egtabtidh 
branches of tse mint of the United Btates—penad, &c. 
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Mr. Southard reported a bill for the benefit of the Alexandria 
company—read, &c. 

Mr. Tyler reported a bill renewing the charters of certain 
banks in the District of Columbia—read, &c. 

The bill to change the organization of the post office depart- 
ment was considered, amended and passed. 

The navy appropriation bill was considered and ordered to a 
third reading; and, on motion of Mr. Webster, read a third time 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Silsbee the senate proceeded to consider 
the bili to regulate the number and compensation of the officers 
‘of the customs. 

‘A discussion ensued as to the details of the bill, and before 
von * uestion was taken, the senate adjourned. 

1]. After the presentation of sundry memorials on 
the subject of slavery in the District of Columbia, and other 
matters of a private nature, 

Mf. Kwing rose, and addressed the chair as follows: 

Mr. President: I hold in my hand, and am instructed to pre- 
sent to the senate, memorials of sundry citizens of the state of 
Ohio, praying for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
fumbia. It is but justice to say of these memorials that they are 
dictated by a spirit of pure philanthrupy and Christian charity, 
and that they are entitled to the most respectful consideration of 
the senate. [ shall move iheir reference to the committee on the 
District of Columbia, and I hope that committee will not be sa- 
tisfied with merely passing them over in silence, but that they 
will give the senate and the nation their views upon the sub- 
ject; that if any obstacle stand in the way of the measure soli- 
cited by the memorialists, they may be made known, and being 
known their true merits can be appreciated. No one is better 
qualified than the honorable chairman of that committee to ex- 
amine and to elucidate this subject, and I have no doubt he 
will do it in the spirit of candor and justice, and respect for the 
opinions of every portion of our country, becoming an American 
statesman; and [ move the reference. 

The memorials were then referred to the committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Preston moved that the committee on the judiciary be 
discharged from the further consideration of the joint resolution 
to repeal the joint resolution of 1819, directing the mode of 
yee printer, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Waggaman introduced a bill providing for the establish- 
ment es daily mai! from Macon, Georgia, to New Orleans— 
read, &c. 

Mr. Southard reported the bill for the relief of capt. Isaac Hull, 
with an amendment, which was read. 

Thirty-two private bills and the following named were receiv- 
ed from the house and read twice, &c. 

The bill to prescribe the punishment of consuls, commercial 
agents and others, in certain cases; and 

The bill to authorise the sale of certain lands belonging to the 
U. States, in the territory of Michigan. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of the bill for 
the extension of the Cumberland road in the states of Ohio, In- 
diana and Missouri. 

Mr. Preston moved to strike out the second and third sec- 
tions, and demanded the yeas and nays; which being ordered, 
appeared as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Hill, 
King, of Georgia, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Preston, Ruggles, 
Shepley. Tyler, White—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bell, Bibb, Buchanan, Clay, Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, 
King, of Alabama, Knight, Linn, McKean, Morris, Naudain, 
Poindexter, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, South- 
ard, Swift, Talimadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Waggaman, Web- 
ster, Wright—32, 

r. Hill moved to amend the bill so as to reduce the appro- 


priation to the state of Ohio, one-half; which motion was nega- 
tived without a count. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 
The senate, on motion of Mr. Kune went into the considera- 


tion ef executive business; and after the doors were re-opened, 
the senate adjourned. 


12. Me. Bell reported a bill to authorise the secre- 
of the treasury to compromise the claims under the treaty 
with the king of the Two Sicilies. 

Mr. Frelinghuysen reported a bill to amend an act to allow an 
additienal drawback on sugars refined in the United States and 
re-exported therefrom, passed January 21, 1829. 

Mr. Wright reported a joint resolution authorising the direc- 
tor of the mint to institute experiments on coias, and to report 
40 the next congress. 

Mr. Benton submitted a series of resolutions, twelve in num- 
ber, requesting information of the president upon subjects con- 
mected with the revenue, the public lands, the stock held by 
the U. States in the bank of the United States, the expendi- 
tures of the government, the state of the fortifications, the 
amount expended thereon, the amount necessary to complete 
them, the state of the arsenals and armories, the sum that will 
probably be necessary to complete them, and to supply the 
states with artillery pieces, arms, side arms and pistois for their 
militia, the condition of the navy, amount of expenditures and 
what sum may be necessary to place the naval defence upon a 


faotiag of strength and respectability. These resolutions were 
erdered to be printed. 


The Cumberland road bill was passed. 


nay 


——~e ad 


The bill regulating the compensation and number of custom 


house officers was taken up, amended, and ordered to a third 
reading. 


The senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb. 6. Ov motion of Mr. Kencher, inquiry was jin- 
stituted into the expediency of providing, by jaw, for the relies 
of certain Choctaw Indians. 

On motion of Mr. Denny, the secretary of war was requested 
to communicate a statement shewing the amount paid annually 
for the transportation of arms, and all other military stores, 
from Harper’s Ferry, Baltimore and Washington arsenal, and 
any other post or places in Virginia, Maryland and the Districy 
of Columbia, to Pittsburgh, and other posts in the western coun- 
try. 

Mr. McVean, of New York, moved a reso}ution rescinding 
the resolution of the 6th January, which authorised an appro- 
priation of wood for the relief of the suffering poor of the city 
of Washington, &c. 

The question of consideration, was demanded by Mr. Evans, 
withdrawn after debate, again renewed by Mr. Wilde, and de- 
bated; but before any action was had upon it, the house passe@ 
to the orders of the day. 

The bill prescribing punishment for consuls, commercia) 
agents, and others in certain cases, was read a third time and 
passed. 

The house successively took up, passed, and otherwise @is- 
posed of 74 bills for the benefit of private persons; and then the 
house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb.7. Mr. Mercer reported a bill to provide for 
the opening of certain roads in the territory of Arkansas, and 
for other purposes—-twice read, &c. 

Also a bill to provide for the improvement of the harbor of 
Clinton river, in the territory of Michigan—twice read, &c. 

Mr. Pearce reported a bill to provide for an expedition to the 
Pacific ocean and the South Seas—twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Schley, inquiry was instituted as to the 
propriety uf abolishing the office of draftsman to the house. 

Mr. Robertson submitted resolutions declaring that the office 
of printer to the senate and house, ought to be abolished, and 
providing that all future printing by each house respectively, 
be executed under contract, &e. 

The following message was received from the president of 
the United States, by the hands of his private secretary, Mr. 
Donelson, 

The message and accompanying report of the secretary of 
state, were read, as follows: 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to the house of representatives a report of the se- 
cretary of state, accompanied with extracts from certain de- 
spatches received from the minister of the United States at 
Paris, which are communicated in compliance with a resolu - 
tion of the house oi the 3ist ultimo. Being of opinion that the 
residue of the despatches of that minister cannot, at present, be 
laid before the house, consistently with the public interest, t 
decline transmitting them. In doing so, however, I deem pro- 
per to state that whenever any communication stall be receiv- 
ed, exhibiting any change in the condition of the business re- 
ferred to in the resolution, information will be promptly trans- 


mitted to congress. ANDREW JACKSON, 
Washington, 6th February, 1835. 


To the president of the United States. 
Department of state, Washington, February 5, 1835. 

The secretary of state, to whom has been referred the resolu- 
tion of the house of representatives of the 31st ultime, reqnest- 
ing the president to communicate to that house, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, ‘“‘any correspondence with the 
government of France, and any despatches received from the 
minister of the United States at Paris, not hitherto communi- 
cated to the house, in relation to the failure of the French go- 
vernment to carry into effect any stipulation of the treaty of 
the 4th day of July, 1831,’? has the honor to report to the presi- 
dent, that,as far as is known to the department, no corres- 
pondence has taken place with the government of France since 
that communicated to the house on the 27th December last. 
The secretary is not aware that the despatches received from 
the minister of the United States at Paris, present any material 
fact which does not appear in the correspondence already trans- 
mitted. He nevertheless encloses so much of those despatches, 
written subsequently to the commencement of the present 
session of the French chambers, as may serve to shew the 
state of the business to which they relate since that time, and 
also that portion of an early despatch which contains the sub- 
stance of the assurances made to him by his majesty the king of 
the French, at a formal audience granted to him for the purpose 
of presenting his credentials: and he submits for the president’s 
consideration, whether the residue can, consistently with the 
public imterest, be now laid before the house. 


JOHN FORSYTH. 


Mr. Livingston to the secretary of state of the United States. 
EXTRACTS. 
Paris, October 4th, 1833. 
Srr: On Monday [ presented my letter of credence to the 
king, on which oecasion [ made the address to him & copy of 
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His answer was long and earnest. I cannot pretend to give 
you the words of it; but, in substance, it was 4 warm expres- | 
sion of his good feeling towards the United States for the hos- 
pitality he had received there, &c. &e. 

* e e * As to the convention, he 
said, assure your government that unavoidable circumstances 
ulone prevented its immediate execution, but it will be faith- 
fully performed. Assure your government of this, he repeated, 
the necessary laws will be passed at the next meeting of the 
chambere. I tell you this, not only as king, but as an indivi- 
dua! whose promise will be fulfilled. 


Mr. Livingston to the secretary of state—Extracts. 
Paris, 22d November, 1834. 

* * * ” * ” 

I do not hope for any decision on our affairs before the mid- 
die of January. One motive for delay is an expectation that 
the message of the president may arrive before the discussion, 
and that it may contain something to show a strong national 
feeling on the subject. This is not mere conjecture, I know the 
fact, and | repeat now from a knowledge of the case, what I 
fiave more than once stated in my former despatches, as my 
firm persuasion, that the moderate tone taken by our govern- 
ment, when the rejection was first known, was attributed by 
some to indifference, or to a conviction on the part of the pre- 
sident thathe would not be supported in any strong measure 
by the people, and by others to a consciousness that the con- 
vention had given ua more than we were entitled to ask. 

* * * * * 4 

I saw last night an influential member of the chamber who 

toid me that a s - bs F 

ed » e and that the king had spoken 
of our affairs; and appeared extremely anxious to secure the 
passage ofthe law. I mention this as one of the many circum- 
stances which, independent of official assurances, convince 
ine that the king ia sincere; and now I have no doubt of the 
sincerity of his cabinet. From all this you may imagire the 
anxiety I shall feel forthe arrival of the president’s message. 
On its tone will depend very much, not only the payment of 
our claims, but our national reputation for energy. I have no 
doubt it will be such as to attain both of these important ob- 
jects. 


Mr. Livingston to Mr. Forsyth—Extract. 
Paris, December 6th, 1834. 
* * * * ” * 

The chambers were convened on the Ist instant under very 
exciting circumstances. The ministers individually, and the 
papers supposed to speak their language, having previously an- 
nounced a design to enter into a full explanation of their con- 
duct, to answer all interrogations and place their continuance 
in office on the question of approval by the chambers of their 
measures. 

This, as you will see by the papers, they have frankly and 
explicitly done, and, aftera warm debate of two days which 
has just closed, they have gained a decided victory. This gives 
them confidence, permanence, and [ hope influence enough to 
earry the treaty. I shall now urge the presentation of the law 
at as early a day as possible, and although I do not yet feel 
very certain of success, my hopes of it are naturally much in- 
creased by the vote of this evening. 
had with the king and with all the ministers, convince me that 
now they are perfectly in earnest and united on the question, 
and that it will be urged with zeal and ability. Many of the 
deputies, too, with whom I have entered into explanations on 
the subject, seem now convinced, that the interest, as well as 
the honor, of the nation requires the fulfilment of their engage- 
ments. This gives me hopes that the endeavors I shall con- 
tinue to make without ceasing until the question is decided, 
mav be successful. 

The intimation | have coneeived myself authorised to make 
of the serious consequences that may be expected from another 
rejection of the law, and of the firm determination of our go- 
vernment to admit of no reduction or change in the treaty, I 
think have had an effect. On the whole | repeat, that, with- 
out being at all confident, I now entertain better hopes than I 
have for some time past done. 


Mr. Livingston to the secretary of state-—Extracts. 

Paris, December 22, 1834. 

Sir: Our diplomatic relations with this government are on 
the most extraordinary footing. With the executive branch I 
have little to discuss, for they agree with me in every material 
point on the subject of the treaty. With the legislature, where 
the great difficulty arises, I can have no official communica- 
tion; yet deeply impressed with the importance to my fellow 
citizens of securing the indemnity to which they are entitled, 
and to the country of enforcing the execution of engagements 
solemnly made to it, as well as preventing a rupture which 
must infallibly follow the final refusal to execute the conven- 
tion, I have felt it a duty to use every proper endeavor to avoid 
this evil. This has been, and continues to be, a subject of 
much embarrassment. ” : . . 

— * 


My last despatch, [6th December] was written immediately 


secured a majority to the administration; and it naturally excit- 
ed hopes which that supposition was calculated to inspire. [ 
soon found, however, both from the tone of the administration 
press, and from the language of the king, and all the ministers 
with whom [ conferred on the subject, that they were not wil- 
ling to put their popularity to the test on our question. It will 
not be made one on the determination of which the ministers 
are willing to risk their portfolios. The very next day after the 
debate, the ministerial gazette, (Les Debais), declared, that, 
satuisfied with the approbation the chainber had given to their 
system, it Was atperfect liberty to exercise its discretion as to 
particular measures which do not form an essential part of that 
system; and the communications | subsequently had with the 
king ard his ministers confirmed me in the opinion that the law 
for execuling our convention wag to be considered as one of 
those free questions. I combatted this opinion, and asked 
whether the faithful observance of treaties Was not an essential 
part of their system, and if so, whether it did not come within 
their rule? Without answering this argument, [ was told of 
the endeavors they were making to secure the passage of the 
law by preparing the statement mentioned* in my former de- 
spatch. This, it is said, is nearly finished, and from what I 
know ofits tenor, it will produce all the effect that trath and 
justice can be expected to have on prejudice and party spirit. 

The decision oot to make it a cabinet question will not be 
without its favorable operation, 9 ® . * : 
some of the leaders of the opposition, who may not be willing 
to take the responsibility of a rupture between the two nations, 
by breaking the treaty when they are convinced, that, instead 
of forcing the ministers to resign, they will themselves only in- 
cur the odium of having cuused the national breach. In this 
view of the subject I shall be much aided, if, by the tenor of 
the president’s message, it is seen that we shall resent the 
breach of faith they contemplate. 

Itis on all hands conceded that it would be imprudent to 
press the decision before the next month, when the exposition 
will be printed and laid before the chambers. 

* * * * * x 
On the whole,I am far from being sanguine of success in the 
endeavors which I shall not cease to make for the accomplish- 
ment of this important object of my mission; and I expect with 
some solicitude the mestructions for my conduct in the proba- 
ble case of a rejection of the law. I have the honorto be, &c. 
&e. EDW. LIVINGSTON. 
Hon. John Forsyth, secretary of state, §c. §c. 


Mr. J. Q. Adams rose and said: I move, sir, that the mes- 
sage, and the extracts from the despatches accompanying it, 
be printed, and referred to the committee on foreign relations, 
with instructions to report forthwith on that part of the mes- 
sage of the president of the United States, which relates to this 
subject. 

This motion gave rise to a debate, in which Messrs. Adams, 
Cambreleng, Archer, Clayton, McKinley, Lytle, Sutherland, 
Hamer, R. M. Johnson, Stewart, Evans, Patton, E. Everett, 
and Gilmer, took part. 

The debate ended in a reference of the message and docu- 


ments, Without instructions, to the committee of foreign rela- 
tions, 


Monday, Feb. 9. Memorials and petitions were presented 
from several states, &c. 


On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Lou.inquiry was instituted into 


esignated for a rail road from Point Caupin, Opelousas Court 
louse, in the state of Louisiana. 

Mr. McKinley submitted a resolution appointing Thursday 
next for the election of a printer to the house. 

Mr. Robertson opposed the resolution: he preferred that the 
printing should be done by contract. 

Mr. McKinley replied in defence of his resolution; but before 
ony action was had, the house proceeded to the orders of the 

ay. 

A large number of bills from the senate were twice read and 
referred. - 

The several bills relating to the territories were severally 
taken up in committee, and laid aside, except the bill to estab- 
lish the territory of Wisconsin. On the reading of this bill an 
amendment was offered by Mr. Hamer, fixing the northern 
boundary line of Ohio. This amendment led toa very long 
and animated debate which drew out much of the talent of the 
house, and the committee rose without coming to any conclu- 
sion upon the bill, and the house thereupon adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 10. Mr. Polk reported a bill to regulate the 
disbursement of the public money, and to prohibit allowances 
not authorised by law—twice read and committed. 

The resolution relative to the appointment of a printer was 
taken up but not disposed of before the house passed to the or- 
ders of the day. 

The bill regulating deposites was taken up and occupied the 
remainder of the day; and, without coming toa decision, the 
house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Feb. 11. Mr. Chinn reported a bill supplemental 
to an act to authorise the extension, construction and use ofa 


The conversations I have Pr: expediency of making an appropriation to survey the route 
I 





*The paper here referred to by Mr. Livingston, is a memoir 
to be laid before the commission which may be appointed to 
examine the law, intended to contain all the arguments and 





@ftcr the vote of the chamber of deputies had, as it was thought, 


facts by which it is to be supported. 
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lateral branch of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road into the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 
Mr. Foster reported a bill to provide punishment for forging 
or counterfeiting consular and other certificates and atlestations. 
The bill regulating the deposite of the public money was ta- 


ken up, and various amendments proposed and rejected, the | 


house, without coming to any decision on the bill, adjourned, 

Thursday, Feb. 12. Mr. McKinley reported a bill to establish 
branches oj the mint—twice read. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on publhe lands, reported a 
bill granting a bounty in land to the organized militiamen, 
mounted militiamen and rangers, who defended the frontier 
during the late war with Great Briain. After the first reading 
of the bill, 

Mr. Williams, of N. C. moved that it be rejected. 

This motion led to a very animated and protracted debate; 
and before any action on it, the house passed to the considera- 
tion of the bill regulating the public deposites in the local banks; 
which on motion of Mr. Binney was amended; but without any 
final action being had upon the bill, the house adjourned. 


——rO @ Ctewe 


CASE OF RICHARD LAWRENCE. 
From the Globe of February 7. 

The undersigned, having been requested by the marshal of 
the District of Columbia to visit Richard Lawrence, now con- 
fined in the jail of the county of Washington, for an attempt to 
assassinate the president of the United States, with a view to 
ascertain, as far as practicable, the present condition of his 
bodily health and state of mind, and believing thata detail of 
the examination will be more satisfactory than an abstract opi- 
nion on the subject, we therefore give the following statement. 
On entering his room, we engaged in a free conversation with 
him, in which he participated, apparently, in the most artless 
and unreserved manner. The first interrogatory propounded 
was, as to his age—which question alone he sportively declin- 
ed answering. We then inquired into the condition of his 
health, for several years past—to which he replied that it had 
been uniformly good, and that he jhad never labored under any 
mental derangement; nor did he admit the existence of any of 
those symptoms of physica! derangement which usually attend 
mental) alienation. He said he was born in England, and came 
to this country when twelve or thirieen years of age, and that 
his {father died in this District, about six or eight year since; 
that his father was a Protestant and his mother a Methodist, 
and that he was not a professor of any reiigion, but sometimes 
read the Bible, and occasionally attended church. He stated 
that he was a painter by trade, and had followed that occupa- 
tion to the present time; but, of late, contd not find steady em- 
ployment—which had caused much pecuniary embarrassment 
with him; that he had been generally temperate in his habits, 
using ardent spirits moderately when at work; but, for the last 
three or-four weeks, had not taken any; that be had never 
gambled, and, in other respects, had led a regular, sober life. 


Upon being interrogated as tothe circumstances connected 
With the attempted assassination, he said that he had been de- 
liberating on it for some time past, and thai he had called at 
the president’s house about a week previous to the attempt, 
and being conducted tothe president’s apartment by the porter, 
found him in conversation with a member of congress, whom 
he believed to have been Mr. Sutherland, of Pennsylvania; that 
he stated to the president that be wanted money to take him to 


the president remarked, that he was too much engaged to at- 
tend to him—he must call another time, for Mr. Dibble was 
in waiting for an interview. When asked about the pistols 
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| fallen, to have defended himself with the second, if defence 
| had been necessary. On being asked if he did not expect to 
_ have been killed on the spot, if he had killed the president, he 
| replied he did not; and that he had ne doubt but that he would 
‘have been protected by the spectators. He was frequently 
questioned whether he bad any friends present, from whom he 
;expected protection. ‘To this he replied, that he never had 
| mentioned his intention to any one, and that-no one in paru- 


| cular knew his design; but that he presumed it was generally 


| known that he intended to put the president out of the way 
| He further stated, that when the president arrived at the door. 
| near which he stood, finding him supported on the left by Mr. 
| Woodbury, and observing many persons in his rear, and being 
| himself rather to the right of the president, in order to avoid 
| wounding Mr. Woodbury, and those in the rear, he stepped a 
| little to his own right, so that should the ball pass through the 
body of the president, it would be received by the door. trame 
or stone wall. On being asked if he felt no trepidation during 
the attempt: He replied, not the slightest, until he found that 
the second pistol had missed fire. Then observing that the 
president was advancing upon him, with an uplifted cane, he 
feared that it contained a sword, which might have been thrust 
through him before he could have been protected by the crowd. 
And when interrogated as to the motive which induced him to 
attempt the assassination of the president, he replied, that he 
had been told that the president had caused his loss of oceupa- 
tion, and the consequent want of money, and he believed that 
to put him ont of the way, was the only remedy for thia evil; 
but to the interrogatory, who told yeu this? he could not iden- 
tify any one, but remarked that his brother-in-law, Mr. Red- 
fern, told him that be would have no more business, becanse 
he was opposed to the president—and he believed Redfern to 
be in league with the president against him. Again being ques- 
tioned, whether he had often attended the debates in congress, 
during the present session, and whether they had influenced 
him in making this attack on the person of the president, he 
replied that he had frequently attended the discussions in both 
branches of congress, but that they had, in no degree, influenc- 
ed his action. 

Upon being asked if he expected to become the president of 
the United States, if gen. Jackson had falien, he replied no. 

When asked whom he wished to be the president, his an- 
swer was, there were many persons in the house of represen- 
tatives. On being asked if there were no persons in the so- 
nate, yes, several; and it was the senate to whieh I alluded, 
Who, in your opinion, of the senate, would make a good pre- 
sident? He answered, Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster, Mr. Calhonn. 
What do you think of col. Benton, Mr. Van Buren or judge 
White, for president? He thonght they would do well, On 
being asked if he knew any member of cither house of con- 
gress, he replied that he did not—and never spoke to one in 





his life, or they to him. On being asked what benefit he ex- 
pected himself from the death of the president, he answered 
he could not rise unless the president fell, and that he expect- 
ed thereby to recover his liberty, and that the mechanics wonld 
all be benefited; that the mechanics would have plenty of work; 
and that money would be more plenty. On being asked why 
it would be more plenty, he replied, it would be more easily 
obtained from the bank. On being asked what bank, he re 
plied, the bank of the United States. On being asked if he 
knew the president, directors, or any of the officers of the bank, 
orhad ever held any intercourse with them, or knew how he 





knew Mr. Smith only. 

On being asked with respect to the speeches which he had 
heard in congress, and whether he was particularly pleased 
with those of Messrs. Cathoun, Clay and Webster, he replied 


England, and that he must give him a check on the bank, and¢ could get money out of the bank, he replied no—that he slightly 
| 


which he had used, he stated that his father left him a pair, 
but not being alike, about four years since he exchanged one 
for another, which exactly matched the best of the pair; these 


were both flint locks, which he recently had altered to per- | 


cussion locks, by a Mr. Boteler; that he had been frequently 
in the habit of loading and firing those pistols at marks, and that 
he had never known them to fail going off on any other occa- 
sion, and that, at the distance of ten yards, the ball always pass- 
ed through an inch plank. He aiso stated that he had loaded 
those pistols three or four days previous, with ordinary care, for 
the purpose attempted; but thathe used a pencil instead ofa ram 
rod, and that during that period, they were at all times carried 
in his ket; and when asked why they failed to explode, he 
replied he knew no cause. When asked why he went to the 
capitol on that day, he replied that he expected that the presi- 
dent would be there. He also stated, that he wasin the ro 
tundo when the president arrived, and on being asked why he 
did not then attempt to shoot him, he replied that he did not 
wish to interfere with the funeral ceremony, and therefore 
waited till it was over. He also observed that he did not enter 
the hall, but looked through a window from the lobby, and 
saw the president seated with members of congress, arid he 
then returned to the rotundo, and waited till the president 
again entered it, and then passed through and took his position 
in the east portico, about two yards from the door, drew his 

stols from his inside coat pocket, cocked them and held one 
nm each hand, concealed by his coat, lest he should alarm the 
spectators—and states, that as soon as the one in the right hand 
missed fire, he immediately dropped or exchanged it, and at- 
tempted to fire the second, before he was seized; he further 
stated that be aimed each pistol at the president’s heart, and 
intended, if the first pistol had gone off, and the president had 








that he was, because they were on his side. He was then ask- 
ed if he was we!l pleased with the speeches of col. Benton and 
judge White? He said he was, and thought col. Benton highly 
talented. 


When asked if he was friendly to general Jackson, he re- 
plied, No. Why not? He answered, because he was a tyrant. 
Who told you he was a tyrant? Tle answered, it was a com- 
mon talk with the people, and that he had read it in all the 
papers. He was asked if he could name any one who had told 
him so? He replied, No. He was asked if he ever threatened 
to shoot Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster or Mr. Calhoun, or whether he 
would shoot them if he had an opportunity? He replied, No. 
When asked if he would shoot Mr. Van Buren? He replied, 
that he once met with Mr. Van Buren in the rotundo and told 
him he was in want of money and must bave it, and if he did 
not get it he,(Mr. Van Buren) or general Jackson must fall. 
He was asked if any person were present during the conversa- 
tion? He repled, that there were several present,and when 
asked if he recolleced any one of them, he replied that he did 
not. When asked if any one advised him to shoot general 
Jackson, or say that it ought to be done? he replied, I do not 
like to say. On being pressed on this point, he said no one in 
particular had advised him. 

He further stated, that believing the president to be the source 
of all his difficulties, he was still fixed in his purpose to kill 
him, and if his successor pursued the same course, to put him 
out of the way also—and declared that no power in this country 
could punish him for having done so because it would be resist- 
ed by the powers of Europe, as well as of this county. He also 
stated, that he had been long in corregpondence with the powers 
of Europe, and that his family had been wrongfully deprived 
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of the crown of England, and that he should yet live to regain 
it—and that he considered the president of the United States 
nothing more than his clerk. 

We now think proper to add, that the young man appears 
perfectly tranquil and unconcerned, as to the final result, and 
seems Lo anticipate no punishment for what be has done. ‘The 
above contains the leading, and literally expressed facts of the 
whole conversation we had with him, which continued at least 
two hours. The questions were frequently repeated at dif- 
ferent stages of the examination; and presented in various 
forms. NATHL. P. CAUSIN, M. D. 

physician to the jail of Washington. 
THOMAS SEWALL, M. D. 
Washington, 4th Februury, 1835. 


From the same. 
THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION. 
Washington, February 2d, 1835. 

Dear str: Your note of yesterday was received just as | was 
going to dinner; or I should then have answered it. 

In answer to your inquiries respecting Lawrence, I inform 
you that [ employed him three or four years ago to paint some 
of the rooms of my house, and he performed his work entirely 
to my satisfaction. I considered him an excellent workman, 
and his conduct while with me, was correct and orderly. | 
thought bim a well disposed and an obilging young man. 

Atter he left my employment, I recommended him to com. 
Rodgers, and I believe he painted his house upon the presi- 
dent’s square, and I think I subsequently recommended him to 
Mr. Gadsby, and I presume he worked also for him. 

I seldom saw Lawrence after he left my service; he several 
Limes intimated a wish to go to Europe, and once calied upon 
me to assist him with money to enable him to go. He was 
some time ago committed to jail, and he sent for me to see him 
in that place. [ called upon him, and understood from him that 
he had been committed at the instance of his brother-in-law, 
Mr. Redfern, for some outrage alleged to have been committed 
in his house. He denied that he had done any thing wrong, 
and insisted that the fault was on the part of Redfern. Feeling 
an interestin his case, I went to see Mr. Redfern, with a view 
of getting correct information about hia conduct, saw his sister, 
and conversed with ber about him. She complained of his 
conduct towards her, but she did not state the particulars. She 
informed me thathe had been in a course of idleness for a long 
time, and that unless he underwent a change, she feared he 
would be lost; and she begged me to use my influence with 
him, to get him to work again. As well as I recollect, Mr. 
Redfern agreed to withdraw his complaint against him, and he 
was released from jail. Since then I have hardly seen him, I 
have some impression that be has asked me once or twice, as I 
have passed him in the street, if | had no work for him. I 
kuow nothing of his private habits. Whether he drinks or not 
Icannot say. I am, with great respect, your odedient servant, 


THOS. SWANN. 
4. J. Donelson, esq. 


Washington, February 2, 1835. 

Dear sir: I see no objection to answering your inquiry, nor 
to your communicating to the public the results of the experi- 
ments made on Saturday, as | do not perceive how it can at all 
effect the prisoner. 

On Saturday, I proposed to gen. Hunter, the marshal of the 
district, that we should examine the pistols produced on the coin- 
mitment of Lawrence, to ascertain whether there was any de- 
fect in them, or in the charges, or any other way of accounting 
for the failure to discharge them. I had requested the marshal 
to take charge of them and keep them in the same condition in 
which they were when examined before the judge. I under- 
stood from him that they were then, and had been since the 
examination, locked up in a desk in his office. I proposed that 
we should try the pistol still loaded, by putting on another cap, 
and should then try each of them several times by reloading 
them with powder. 

On our way to his office, in the avenue, we met major Donel- 
son, and [ asked him to accompany us. 

On taking the loaded pistol from the marshal’s desk we ex- 
amined the tube, and found the powder visible at its summit. 
Gen. Hunter, by inclining the pistol threw outa few grains of 
the powder in his hand. We took froin a box of caps found in 
the prisoner’s shop, without selecting it, one, which was plac- 
ed upon the tube. We then walked to a small enclosuse near 
the office, and major Donelson fired it. The ball passed through 
an inch plank, at a distance of about 5 or 6 yards, and lodged, 
nearly buried, in the opposite side of the enclosure, 6 or 7 yards 
distant. We then loaded with a small quantity of the power 
found in the prisoner’s possession, each of the pistols, several 
times, without taking any other means of forcing the powder 
into the tubes than that of ramming home small paper wads on 
the charges. The discharge took effect on every +m ony 


Statement of a conversation with Mr. Rives. 

Mr. Davis says that Lawrence has boarced at Mr. Thomas 
Shield’s about two months, during which time he slept with 
him; that Lawrence talked but little, and rarely spoke to him, 
(Davis), when they met in the street. The night before the fu- 
neral of the hon. W. R. Davis took place he and Lawrence 
were sitting by the fire at their boarding house, when Mr. Rus- 





sell, a gentleman who had assisted in making the hon. W. R. 
Davis’s coffin, came in said to him, (Davis), ‘1 have just finish- 
ed your namesake’s jacket, and put it on him.?? Lawrence 
then asked if the name of the member of congress, for whom 
the coflin Was made, was Davis. Being answered in the affir- 
native, be inquired when his funeral would take place, and 
whether the president attended the funerals of members of con- 
gress. Mr. Davis replied, that he supposed that the funeral 
would take place between 2 and 3 o’clock, P. M. the next day; 
and that he believed the president usually attended the funerals 


of members of congress, Nothing more was said on the sub- 
ject. 


From the U. S. Telegraph. 

The late outrage at Washington. We see that the Pennsyl- 
vanian is pouring the vials of its wrath on judge Cranch, be- 
cause he did not require higher bail, in the case of the unfortu- 
nate maniac, R. Lawrence. What, require bail of $1,500 only, 
ofa man who attempted to assassinate the president! 

**The truth is, that bail for a much less sum would have 
been as efficient as a larger sum. Poor Lawrence has vo 
friend who would become his bail in any sum, and to him it 
matters not whether the sum be one thousand or ene hundred 
thousand. Where judge Cranch is known, the charge of par- 
tiality or favoritism will be treated with the scorn it merits. 
Our purpose is not to defend this upright judge from the calum- 
ny, itis to call the attention of our readers to the fact, thata 
partisan editor, in Philadelphia, whe is ignorant of the fact and 
the parties, undertakes to impeach the judge, and, usurping bis 
place, decides the question of bail. All persons know that 
what would not be exorbitant hail for one man, would be exor- 
bitant for another; and that to the judge belongs the considera- 
tion of all the circumstances. The amount of bail does not in- 
dicate the opinion of the judge upon the offence charged, but 
on the ability and means of the prisoner.’? 

The ‘National Intelligencer”? of the 9th copies the preceding 
report of doctors Causin and Sewall, and says— 

“Upon this statement the official journal makes some com- 
ments, the substance of which is, that the report of the physi- 
cians proves the man’s sanity, and Jeaves no doubt of his hav- 
ing been instigated to murder the president by the wicked mem- 
bers of congress who have dared to speak their minds freely 
upon public affairs!’? 

And, indeed, strange as it would appear to persons unac- 
quainted with the parties, the remarks of the “Intelligencer”? 
are justly applicable to the shameless perversity of the ‘*Globe.’’ 

Then fellows a long siatement of another conversation held 
with Lawrence in the presence of several gentlemen, as written 
down immediately after it occurred, which it does not seem 
necessary to publish entire. We shall however, make an ex- 
tract or two— 

**T inquired, what object he had in view in attempting to 
shoot the president? Answer—that about ten days before he 
made the atteinpt, he called on the president at his house, and 
stated to him that he was in want of money, and wished him to 
give acheck forit. That the president made no particular ob- 
jection to his demand, but stated that Mr. Dibble wished to see 
him, and that he (the prisoner) must call again. Inquired, if 
he supposed the president knew of his intention to kill him? 
Answer—that he must have known what his intention was, if 
he did not comply with his wishes. Inquired, why did you 
call on the president with such a demand? Answer—becanuse 
he knew, as he supposed every person did, the true situation of 
things. That the president was his clerk, and had control over 
his money and his bank, and the sword, and that if he refnaed 
to comply, he knew the consequences. Inquired, by what 
means he expected to force compliance with his wishes, and 
how much money he expected to get? Answer—that the pre- 
sident knew that he (prisoner) had the right to the money, and 
if he refused, that he had the right to kill bim; that 1 or $2,000 
would have satisfied him, but that he would have received 3 or 
$400, How came the president to know that you had the 
right? Answer—because there was an understanding, and that 
it would be taking the law in bis own bands torefuse. Did you 
expect any aid in your undertaking to kill the president? An- 
swer—no. I needed none. I have the right to the crown of 
England. It has always been in my ancestors. They were de- 
prived of it by force. My father was then reduced to labor, 
and had to drive a coal cart in England, and lived at ——-—— 
in England. Said his father was fond of hunting, riding and 
shooting, and was frequently called on by nobleman and per- 
sons of distinction, notwithstanding his reduced circumstances. 
How came geieral Jackson to get the power over your rights 
and money? Answer—the first cause was, what took place at 
Orleans. He leagued in with lord Wellington, and the conse- 
quence was, that out of 25,000 English soldiers who were sent 
over, only a small remnant of them was left—with the aid of 
cotton bags fixed by Jackson, they were wasted away. Thata 
number of officers had been drafted for that purpose, among 
them Packingham and Gibbs, and they were killed. That this 
was the car oe treatment which his father received on that oc- 
casion, and it was his (prisoner’s) business to put things right; 
that he had the power; that Jackson was his clerk, and knew 
what must be the consequence of refusing to obey.’’ 
* ® 7 - * : 

“If you were now set at liberty, would you endeavor to go 
on with your determipation? Answer—after a while I should 
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call on the president for the money, and if he refused, I would 
pursue the same plan I did before.”’ 
* * * * * a * aa * 

“Did you ioad the pistols? Answer—I did. How did you 
load them? Answer—I put the powder in a paper from the 
flask, and from the paper into the pistols. Did you examiie 
the touch-hole before you loaded? Answer—lI did not.”’ 
* * * x * a * * * 

‘(Had you any private grudge against the president? Answer 
—none, except that he stands in my way. Did you hear Mr. 
Calhoun’s speech in the senate a few days before? Answer—lI 
did not. I was outside of the door, and could not get in to 
hear.”’ 

The account proceeds to say— 

‘*His reasoning was collected and pointed as to the leading 
subject of his delusion, which was his absolute right to the 
crown of England, and the right to the sword and the purse 
whenever he desired them. The expression of his countenance 
and of his eye—the clamminess of his mouth and his delivery 
is that of hypochondriaism. He appears to be about 35 years 
ofage. Black hair and dark eyes. Genteel in his appearance 
and deportment.”’ 

The “‘Intelligencer’’ then observes—After preparing the above 
articles for the press, we have thought it advisable, for the en- 
tire satisfaction of our readers, and to put at rest finally and 
for ever the question of this man’s sanity, to invite from the 
physicians who examined him the expression of an opinion on 


that point. For which purpose we addressed to them the fol- 
lowing letter: 


Washington, Feb. 7, 1835. 

GenTLEMEN: We have heard regrets expressed that your re- 
port on Lawrence’s case, in all other respects highly satisfac- 
tory, did not express, in direct terms, your own opinions re- 
specting his sanity or insanity. Doubtless you supposed his 
conversation, as reported by you, was sufficiently decisive on 
that point; but we incline to think that a direct statement of 
your opinion would be satisfactory tothe public, if you perceive 
no reason for withholding it. Very respectfully, yours, 


GALES & SEATON. 
To doctors Causin and Sewall. 


To this letter we have received the following reply, which 
settles the question: 


“ashington, Feb. 7th, 1835. 

GeNTTEMEN: We have received your note of this morning, 
and in reply beg leave to remark, that the report which we 
made to the marshal of our interview with Lawrence, contain- 
ed such facts as we supposed would have superseded the ne- 
cessity of expressing an opinion on the subject of sanity; but as 
some disappointment has been expressed by the public at our 
not having done so, we therefore do not hesitate to state, as 
our opinion, that this unfortunate man is laboring under ex- 
tensive mental hallucination upoa some subjects. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’ts, 


NATH’L P. CAUSIN. 


THOMAS SEWALL. 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton. 


RELATIONS WITH FRANCE. 
In the house of representatives, Feb. 7. 

A message having been received from the president of the 
Whited States, transmitting certain papers concerning our rela- 
tions with France— 

Me. J. Q. Adams rose and said: I move, sir, that the mes- 
sage, and the extracts from the despatches accompanying it, be 
printed, and referred to the committee on foreign relations, 
with instructions to report forthwith on that part of the mes- 
sage of the president of the United States, which relates to this 
subject. 

r. Cambreleng said, that, after hearing the correspondence 
read, he hoped the gentleman from Massachusetts would with- 
deaw that part of bis motion which required the committee on 
foreign relations to report forthwith. He trusted, he said, that 
whatever measure might be finally adopted on this subject by 
the house, would receive the unanimous vote of the house. 

Mr. J. Q. dams said, in introducing the motion to instruct 
the committee on foreign relations to report on the subject of 
the message forthwith, he was governed by the persuasion that 
it was inconsistent with the interest and honor of the nation to 
leave the subject longer unacted upon. He should not object 
to any amendment which the committee might propose, with a 
view to allow them time for the consideration of the subject. 
Bat he did think that it was important, as we were now within 
a few weeks of the close of the session, that the subject should 
be brought before the house without further delay. I[t appear- 
ed doubtful, from the correspondence which had been read, 
whether the government of France would fulfil the stipulations 
of the convention. Mr. Livingston, in his letter of the 6th of 
December, uses very sanguine terms in relation to the success 
of the appropriation bill; but in a subsequent letter of the 22d of 
December, he stated that the new ministry would noteven pro- 
pose to the chambers to act on the appropriation as a ministe- 
rial measure. The ministers themselves, therefore, were not 
unanimous on the principles of the appropriation, and Mr, Li- 
vingston said that he was now far from being sanguine in the 
success of his endeavors to accomplish the object of his mis- 
sion. Other reports, Mr. dams said, stated that there was no 
prospect of obtaining the appropriation. Under these circum- 
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stances, he thought it time for the house to take up the subject, 


as it was proposed by the president in his message at the com- 
mencement of the session. Now that it was so probable that 
the French chambers would do nothing, it had become the im 
perious duty of the house to act on the subject. He was desir. 
ous that the committee on foreign relations should make a re- 
port. He did not propose to prescribe what they should report 
he only asked them to report. A member of the committee 
had recently asked leave of the house to offer a resolution jy- 
structing the committee to report certain specific propositions 
upon the subject, which. the house, by a very small majorty 
had refused to entertain. Mr, A. had voted that the member 
should have leave to offer that resolution; not that he had made 
up his mind in favor of the instructions which the gentleman 
from Virginia had proposed should be given to the committee 
but that the subject should be brought before the house for de. 
liberation. 

Let the house be put in possession of the subject, and let 
them say to the nation and the world, whether they will sys- 
tain the president in the spirit of the proposition he has made 
for maintaining the rights, interests and honor of the coun 
If the declaration of the house went to France after the appro- 
priation had been made, why, it would do no harm. I: would 
only shew that the house felt bound to sustain the honor of the 
nation. But, if the appropriation should not be made, the 
measure was still more proper and necessary. 

The president, at the commencement of the session, had de- 
clared to the house, and to the world, what he thought the in- 
terest, the rights, and the honor of the nation would require on 
a contingency, which was no longer to be considered as such. 
Mr. Adams believed it incumbent on the house to show to the 
nation and to the world that they, too, were not insensible to 
the interest, the rights and honor of the nation. Of the parti- 
cular measure proposed by the president, he would say, as he 
believed the public opinion would be, as was said of the first 
great act of the life of Lafayette, when he came to join the 
standard of our country, that those who censured it as impru- 
dent must yet applaud its spirit. It had gone forth to all man. 
kind, exhibiting the president in the attitude of the sustainer of 
the rights, the interests, and the honor of the nation, and he 
hoped the house would not suffer itself to appear in a contrast- 
ed character with that of the president of the United States, by 
shrinking from the responsibility specially incumbent upon 
them as the representatives of the people. At least let them 
have the subject in a shape to act and deliberate upon, so that 
they might declare what they would do, and what their feelings 


are in a case involving the interests, the rights, and the honor 
of the country. 


Mr. Archer expressed his surprise at the proposition, and 
thought that the remarks of Mr. A. were of no very forbearing 
and temperate character—and concluded with expressing a 
hope that the proposed instruction would not meet with the ap- 
probation of the house. 

Mr. Clayton, of Geo. followed on the same side, much ob- 
jecting to the word *‘forthwith”’—and supported the decision of 
the senate on this matter. He had not lost all hope that justice 
would be rendered without a resort to war. 

Mr. McKinley would not agree that the course recommended 
by the president was war—though war might be the result of it 
—and was opposed to further forbearance. 

Mr. Lytle, with reference to Mr. Adam’s speech, said—There 
was in it, to his mind, however it might appear to others, a de- 
gree of moral grandeur—of sublimity and of excellence, which, 
as an American citizen, he was proud and happy to see and 
hear. ‘The ex-representative of the executive department of 
this government, aiding, to the extent of his great abilities, as 
a representative of his fellow citizens, the councils of his coun- 
try; and with all the ardor of pure and undisguised patriotism 
of an American citizen supporting the proposition originally 
brought forward by a successful rival, for the vindication of the 
national pride and the national honor. He spoke of the “‘jug- 
glings and caprices of a foreign potentate,”? and warmly sup- 
ported the passage of the resolution. It only anticipated an act 
which, in all probability, would come, and if it did come, this 
went to give us the vantage ground, and to show to all the 
world that we were in a state of preparation. It was a delicate 
but a well considered and judicious proposition, and one which 
he hailed with joy from the bottom of his soul, more especially 
when proceeding fram such a quarter as it did. 

Mr. Sutherland observed, that he was as much pleased as the 
gentleman from Ohio to find that, in this contest, they should 
have the powerful aid of the very distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts. He had rejoiced to hear the noble sentiments 
to which that gentleman had given utterance. Yet, while he 
could not but approve of the elevated and patriotic feelings 
which that gentlemen had manifested, he was not quite ready 
to go with him at this particular time. If we were to have any 
contest with France, he wanted to secure_to this country the 
vantage ground. This he would do, not by pressing such a 
question at this moment. 

He was for giving France the last chance of an amicable set- 
ome thought there was time enough to act on this sub- 
ect. 

Mr. Hamer, after some brief remarks, proposed to amend the 
resolution of Mr. dams, by striking out that part that went to 
instruct the committee. 


Mr. R. M. Johnson concluded with saying, that we had made 


try. 





a full experiment of forbearance—it had failed—and that we 
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must resort to another alternative: adding however that he 
should do injustice to his own feelings if he took his seat with- 
out admitting that his heart paipitated with joy on hearing the 
patriotic sentiments of the honorable member from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Adams). Those sentiments were truly American; 
and, like the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Lytle), he honored 
them for the source from which they came. 

But, Mr. J. said, as he believed the people of the United States 
were Only divided as to the time for resenting and redressing 
this violation of national faith on the part of France, he, for 
one, would still yield to that nation a further time, so that no 
voice could be raised against the course which our country 
should ultimately be compelled to pursue. ‘The temper of the 
house manifested great unanimity in relation to the main point 
—the justice of our complaint, and the utter impossibility of 
submitting toit. Mr. J. said, he hoped, therefore, it would be 
distinctly understood, that he feared not the consequences of 
expressing himself strongly on this subject; and whenever the 
occasion should arrive he should vote for strong measures, cor- 
sesponding with his expressions. War, said Mr. J. isa great 
calamity—there is none greater, except that of tamely submit- 
ting to insult and injury. And here was an instance of wrong 
so flagrant, and a violation of national faith so palpable, that it 
had few, if any, parallels in the annals of nations; and in this 
sentiment he believed he should have the concurrent testimony 
of the civilized world. France knew as well as ourselves that 
we could not submit to it without degradation and disgrace. 

With regard to the immediate question before the house, he 
thought the message and accompanying documents should be 


referred to the committee on foreign affairs, without iustruc- 
tions. 


Mr. Stewart suggested that the peried allowed for the report 
of the committee should be fixed for the 20th of the month, and 
hoped that this would meet the views of Mr. Hamer—but the 
latter adhered to his proposition. 

Mr. Evans, of Maine, having made a few remarks— 

Mr. dams here rose to explain. He said he had certainly 
intended to state to the house, when he made his motion, that 
the reason why he had given it such a form, and had introduced 
the word forthwith, was, that he considered it the duty of the 
committee on foreign affairs to act in some way upon the im- 
portant subject referred to them. He had not said that he was 
ready to support the proposition of the president, or any action 
of the house, or of the committee, the effect of which would be 
to produce war. He had not meant to be so understood. But 
what he wished was, that the house should deliberate; and, for 
the very reason, that the measure of the president, or some 
other measure which the honor of the country might require, 
might possibly eventuate in war, he wished the house to avail 
itself of ali the time which it had remaining in deliberating on 
the posture of affairs, and comparing the various propositions 
which might be advanced. It did not follow, because the house 
deliberated, that it must either declare war, or authorise repri- 
sals. It did not follow that the house must do any thing. And, 
possibly, atthe end of the discussion, they might come to the 
same conclusion as had been done in the other branch of con- 
gress. But here laid the important difference: the senate had 
taken up the subject; their committee had considered and re- 
ported upon it; the senate, too, had deliberated, and their deli- 
berations had ended in a determination to dodge the question. 
Might not the house come to a like conclusion, and dodge the 
question, us the senate had done? 

The chair here called Mr. Adams to order, and reminded him 
that it was not permitted to speak disrespectfully of any act of 
the other branch of the legislature. 

Mr. Evans now observed, that when he had yielded the floor, 
it had only been for the purpose of an explanation. 

Mr. Adams said, he had only wished to explain to the house 
that the object of his motion had not been to advocate a war, 
but to obtain the deliberation of the house, and to prevent the 
loss of time. 

Mr. Evans now resumed, and observed that he was as far 
from attributing any improper motive to the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, as any man possibly could be. He 
was fully aware that the gentleman had not, in wording his mo- 
tion, indicated what sort of a report the committee should make, 
and it was for this very reason that Mr. E. went for the motion. 
But, from the remarks with which the honorable gentleman had 
aceompanied it, Mr. E. had certainly concluded that the gentle- 
man would prefer a report in some degree going to support the 
views of the executive. If this was not the natural inference 
from his language, why was it that the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Patton) had declared that he differed from him in senti- 
ment? And how was it that the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Lytle) had been thrown into such an ecstacy at the sublime 
moral spectacle of the gentleman supporting the measures re- 
commended by a successful rival? From the impression made 
upon others, it seemed that he had not been alone in the infer- 
ence he drew, though he confessed it was drawn rather from 
the tenor and general tone of the gentleman’s speech than from 
the express terms of the motion he bad proposed. For his own 
part, he had not known that it was dodging the question to say 
to France, or to the world, that we were not ready to enter into 
hostilities immediately or unnecessarily. The admitted policy 
of this country was pacific in its character, and such had been 
the language of its diplomacy from the ver" first. It was the 
avowed determination of the American people to exhaust all 
previous efforts of a pacific kind before they resorted to war. 
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The honorable gentleman had spoken something in regard to 
the imprudence of the president’s message. Mr. E. should not 
now give his own opinion on thatsubject, but he thought that 
before the house or the committee went into any measures 
which were calculated to lead to hostilities, they ought to have 
more information than they now possessed. In the communi- 
cation received from the president, it was distinctly intimated 
that the executive was in possession of farther information, 
which, no doubt, for reasons connected with the publie good, 
were withheld from the view of congress. Mr. E. wished to 
have all these facts, before he could make up any opinion. He 
wanted to see the whole. How could the house judge until they 
had seen the whole? Our minister, Mr. Livingston, had inti- 
mated in his letter, that if the president’s message should be of 
a threatening character, it would probably help the success of 
the negotiation. Such, no doubt, was his opinion. But, sup- 
pose it should have a directly contrary effect. Suppose the 
threats in the president’s message should suspend the negotia- 
tion entirely, would the genulleman from Massachusetts then say 
that the honor and the interest of the nation would require us 
to go to war? But suppose again that the injurious effeet of the 
executive threats should be done away by the refusal of the be- 
gislature to sustain the president, would the two houses be 
bound to sustain, by their action, the tone of a message which 
they did not approve? The honorable gentleman, if he had up- 
derstood him, had said, that although the message was impru- 
dent, yet the honor of the nation required that it should be sus- 
tained, 

[Mr, dams here shook his head.) 

Mr. E. said he knew the gentleman had not said so in ex- 
press terms, but to him his language implied as much, If it 
should happen that the threatening language of the message 
had been the effect of prejudice, and if it should turn out that 
those threats had hindered, instead of helped the negotiation, 
what could be more proper than that the Louses, by their ac- 
tion, should do away its effect? It could be hardly necessary 
for him to say that he should be prepared to act as circumstan- 
ces required. That time, he feared, was not very distant. 
Until the receipt and reading of the documents this morning, he 
had entertained a strong hope of some pacific arrangement, but 
the tenor of those documents, and still more the tone of the re- 
marks which had been made upon them ia the house, went far- 


ther than any thing he had yet seen to shew that ali such hope 
Was nearly at an end. 


Before Mr. E. could give his assent to any thing like a defini- 
tive course of action, he must first know what effect the recep- 
tion of the president’s message had produced in France, and on 
what ground the rejection of our claim had been placed. He 
wanted to know whether the ground was the amount of the in- 
demnity which had been allowed, He would only now say 
that he could not consent to any act of incipient hostility until 
he got all the information connected. with the subject. He 
wanted to see the instructions to our minister, and he wanted 
farther to see the correspondence between bim and the French 
government. This was not a question to be decided upon 
under a temporary gush of feeling. It required calm and delibe- 
rate consideration. At such a juncture as this, was that house 
about to rush into a hasty and precipitate legislation? Would 
it be led away by impassioned language, such as had been used 
by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Lytle) who had denominated 
the French king a juggling potentate? For his own part, Mr. 
E. had thought that the entire tenor of these documents went 
to show the utmost good faith on the part of the French mo- 
narch. Yet he had been accused of juggling, and his ministers 
of shuffling; and the house had been told that the honor of the 
nation demanded at its bands immediate action. Mr. E. did 
not think so. He was opposed to resorting to arms unti) nego- 
tiation had failed. And in the hope that they should get a re- 
port embodying views of a similar kind, he should vote for the 
motion of his honorable friend from Massachusetts. 

Mr. Cambreleng said, that the gentleman from Maine had 
convinced him that no further information was needed, for that 
which the house had already received had, according to the 
gentleman, extinguished all hope of a pacific result. r. C’s 
own view corresponded, in some measure, with that which 
seemed to be entertained by the house. He could not but econ- 
gratulate himself upon hearing from all sides of the house the 
cheering sentiment that the country ought to present an undi- 
vided front. It was Mr. C’s good fortune to concur both in the 
sentiments and spirit which the gentleman from Massachusetts 
had so admirable exhibited on the present occasion. It was 
the true ground of national honor, without which no govern- 
ment could stand. 

Mr. C. observed, that if the other branch of the legislature 
had, at the commencement of this matter, assumed a bolder 
and a firmer stand, it would have been more consistent with 
the true dignity of that house and the honor of the nation. Un- 
fortunately the government was divided. Some gentlemen 
were in favor of waiting and forbearing, in the hope that such a 
course would be attended with the happiest consequences. 
For his own part, he had been ready, from the first, te respond 
to the spirit and sentiments of the president’s message, and 
either to adopt the measure recommended, or some other 
which should go to show to the French nation that this govern- 
ment was determined to enforce the rights of its citizens; for 
Mr. C. thought that after years of insult on the one side, and 
forbearance on the other, farther forbearance would no longer 
bea virtue. In now requesting the genfeman from Massachu- 
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setts to permit this question to rest for the present, he was ac- 
tuated only by a desire that, when the house did act, it should 
act unanimously, that it should speak but with one voice. 

Mr. C. did not wish to advocate the measure which had been 
recommended by the president, because it was impossible at 
thia time to obtain an undivided vote in its favor, and he there- 
fore asked the house for some delay in the prospect and hope 
of greater unanimity. He trusted that both branches of the le- 
gislature would eventually come to one and the same ground. 
He now said to the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 4dems) 
that he was as anxious for a discussion of this important sub- 
ject as that genUeman. He felt that on this question every mo- 
meot of delay was infringing upon the period which ought to 
be given to debate and consideration, but he was induced by 
the high consideration of the importance of unanimity. He 
liked the suggestion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Stewart) and preferred it to the original motion, but if the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts would consent to allow the com- 
mittee a little time longer to consult, the house would be deli- 
berating, as the nation was every day deliberating, on this im- 
portant subject. The result he felt inclined at once to fear and 
to hope for. It seemed to him that war would become inevita- 
ble sooner or later, but be this as it might, any haif measures 
would put the country in a worse situation than an exhibition 
of decision and spirit. He hoped that by the 20th of the month, 
if not before that time, the committee would be prepared to re- 
port, when the gentiemau from Massachusetts would have an 
opportunity of fully submitting his views. He trusted that gen- 
teman would consent to withdraw his motion; but if not, then, 
that some proposition resembling that which had been proposed 
by the gentleman from Peansylvania (Mr. Stewart) would be 
adopted by the house. 


Mr. Patton after some general remarks, with reference to 
the correspondence, &c. among other things said—that many 
geutiemen, however, who coneurred with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, and approved entirely of the spirit and tone 
in which he had spoken, might nevertheless think that still 
further delay was prudent and proper. He observed that the 
committee might be instructed to report on Monday week, 
to which proposition Mr. Adams consented; and the question 
being about to be taken— 

Mr. Edward Everett observed, that this did not appear to him 
to be a question of so much importance, as seemed to have 
been given it in the present discussion. Whether the com- 
mittee should be instructed to report on Monday week or Mon- 
day fortnight, or forthwith, could not, he conceived, be a mat 
ter of great moment. There are but little more than three 
weeks remaining of the session. What has fallen from the 
chairman of the committee will, of course, be regarded by the 
house as an assurance that the committee will report befure 
the close of the session. Such is my own understanding, (said 
Mr. E.) of the purpose of the committee. ‘That report cannot 
well be delayed many days beyou:d the time now fixed in the 
resolution as modified; and whether the report camea few 
days earlier or later, cannot be, | should think, of great con. 
sequence. While, therefore, [ am willing to concur in the 
passage of the resolution of my distinguished colleague, | 
should also have voted for it as fiest moved by him. [ should 
have been willing that the eomumititee sliou!d be instructed to 
report forthwith. I bave been ia favor of the commitiee’s re- 
porting forthwith, from the beginning of the session. I thought 
it very important—highly desirable to do so. So much time has 
since elapsed, and the difference between reporting forthwith 
and reporting at as late a period as it can well be done, is so in- 
considerable, that I attach less consequence to it than I did. 
At the commencement of the session, { thought an immediate 
report from the committee would have done great good. | 
differ on this point, from the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Cambreleng), at the head of the committee of foreign affairs. 
I think it would have been much better if we had reported long 
ago; if we had taken the ground like that assumed unanimously 
by the senate of the United States, and which I understand the 
gentleman from New York to censure— 

(Mr. Cambreleng explained, that he meant that it would have 
been better if the two houses had adopted a prompt action and 
a bold front at the commencement. } 

Mr. Everett continued: I was for acting as promptly and boldly 
as the tleman. It was precisely a prompt and bold course 
which I desired. I was not for war, nor for reprisals, in the state 
of affairs then existing; and we are now told that neither of these 
measures was contemplated by any member of the house. 
What, then, could we have done promptly and boldiy? We 
could have done this. We could have taken up the subject as 
ene of imminent importance, admitting no delay in the consi- 
deration of the house. We could have shewn the justice of 
the American side of the question in the strongest terms. We 
could have uttered the feeling and views of this house, in the 
strongest and most emphatic language. Having shown the 
justice of our claims, we could have expressed our resolute de- 
termination to stand upon our rights under the treaty. Our 
firm purpose not to relax one tittle, nor recede one inch, and 
we could have adduced the reasons—and such reasons there 
were—which might be urged in support of the opinion, that 
France would yet do us justice. [ would have had a report of 
this character, bold, firn) and pacific, and would have hoped 
for it the unanimous concurrence of the house. And here, 
sir, I should have been inclined to stop. I would have had the 
rights of the country majntained, and our purpose never to re- 





cede from them asserted. But what congress would do in the 
contingency-—somewhat distant of necessity—never perhaps to 
arrive, f think I should not then have said. 1 would reserve 
my action on the contingency till 1t ceased to be one, and when 
that should be the case, then I would act promptly and vizo- 
rously, under the state of circumstances which should present 
itself. But [ should have been indisposed to anticipate that 
event, and would not, therefore, undertake to say what mea- 
sures | would adopt, should it happen. But I would have as- 
serted our rights so broadly and distinetly, as to leave me at 
full liberty to adopt any measure. of redress, which cireum- 
stances unfortunately. might render necessary. The same 
course | would pursue now; though from the lapse of time 
[ do. not think that ail the good would result from it, which 
might have been hoped, from the earlier action of the com- 
mittee. [ agree with the chairman of the committee as to the 
character which the report must take. He gays the committee 
are not prepared to recommend any measure. Ts0 understand 
it. Inthe present state of our information, nothing of the kind 
alluded io, under the name of a measure, can be recommended, 
And for this reason, I would still refrain from recommending 
any thing hypothetically, to be done upon the happening of a 
contingency, because the varieties of circumstances, the shades 
of human action, public as well as private, are infinitely too 
numerous to be foreseen. 

I own, sir, my anticipations are not so cheerful as they were, 
I entertained a strong hope, at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, of the speedy adjustment of this painful controversy. In 
the interval, little, [ must own, hag occurred to strengthen, and 
nore than | could wish to discourage, that hope. I began to 
contemplate, as a possible event, that things will go to ex- 
tremes. Butiam not ready, and I think the house, though it 
may share this apprehension, cannot be ready to act on this 
anticipation. Even if the French chamber should refuse again 
to make an appropriation to execute the treaty, we cannot be 
sure that it may not be in a form, and with qualifications that 
will justify usin further delay. We cannot know this: as we 
cannot know thatthe very reverse may not, by some deplo- 
rable fatality, happen. If, for instance, the suggestion of the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Lytle), should be realized—if the 
French governinentishould accompany the refusal by acts of 
affront and violence—by a hostile attempt on the squadron of 
the United States in the Mediterranean; an attempt which, 
every one knows, would be resisted to the last drop of the 
blood of officers and men—then, sir, there would be no delay; 
there would be no need of instructing the committee to report 
forthwith; there would be no long debates in this house or the 
other house; but the two houses and the country, rising as one 
man, would take their position and sustain it. Buatl would 
nol anticipate any such eventas this. I would not take any 
step whatever, on the presumption that France, to the long 
denial of justice—to the signal injustice, of which she has given 
us cause already to complain, could add a procedure of such 
outrageous madness. I will not say such a thing is beyond the 
range of possibility: nothing is impossible; but no gentleman, 
I think, on reflection, can considcr it in any degree probable. 


Mr. E. after some remarks on the state of things under the 
treaty, said—I see something ominous in the character and 
composition of the oppositicn to the king and his ministry on this 
question. What did the king tell Mr. Livingston? That he 
might ‘rely upon his honor as a king, and his promise as man, 
that the treaty should be executed. For myself, I place the 
most unqualified dependance on this assurance. I believe 
that, as far as his influence extends, it will be strenuously ex- 
erted: that his constitutional powers will be strained to the ut- 
most, to procure the execution of the treaty. But what, sir, 
is the melancholy truth, as to the condition of the king’s go- 
vernment? [ would not in wantonness, say any thing dispa- 
ragingly of the internal condition of affairs in a country, be- 
tween which and our own the relations of amity still subsist; 
but when our own rights and elaims are made the sport of the 
state of parties in a foreign country, it is a fair subject of com- 
ment. The king will do his utmost to effect the fulfilment of 
the treaty; and not merely because it is a just treaty, but be- 
cause, (as he told Mr. Livingston), his faith as a sovereign, 
and his honor as a man, are pledged. But what is the position 
of the king himself? Does not all the world know, that he 
does not fill the throne on the principles of what is called le- 
gitimacy? That there are two powerful parties in France, 
agreeing in nothing else, but united in opposition to the present 
establishment of the government; I mean, of course, the party 
of the late dispossessed family, on one side, and the extreme 
liberals on the other. It is, as far as we can judge at this 
distance, mainly a combination of these two parties, taking 
along with it, of course, the natural opposition to all heavy 
money bills, which has hitherto defeated the execution of the 
treaty. 

He thought the house when it acted, should act with unani- 
mity; and concluded with saying—But { think we should do 
nothing by way of anticipating that contingency. It may never 
arrive. Every man, I will not say of common humanity, but 
of common sense, in the United States and France, must hope 
it never will arrive. When it does, there will be no division 
of feeling. I am satisfied from the expression here, and of 


public sentiment throughout the country, that we should come 
to this result; and however this matter of reference may be 
disposed of, (which at this late stage of the session I regard as 
of diminished importance), I believe that in a firm resolution 
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tu stand on our rights, under the treaty, we shall be unani- 
mous. | 

Mr. Gilmer thought the house was not prepared to act on 
this subject—that ihe question of peace or war was an import 
antone. He said—The treaty upou witich gentleaien so much 
insisted, left the national honor just where it found it, and yet 
gentlemen were talking precipilantly aud veliemenutly about 
the national honor. He considered all such language at this 
time iinproper. He was not yet prepared to say wiiat circum- 
stances would Wurrant a resort to arms. He did not yet know 
the definitive course of the French government, It seemed to 
be admitted by all that we had not yet sufficient cause for war, 
and should not have before we learned the fina! determination 
of the French chambers. Why, then, compel this committee to 
report on Monday week? ‘The house did not know what France 
bad done. [t could not act till it did kKuow. When that in- 
telligence was_received, the action of the house would nu doubt 
be such as a deliberate view of the whole case should point | 
vut as due to itself and the country. 

Mr. Stewart again urged the adoption of the 20th of the 
month for the committee to make a report. He hoped that in- 
formation from France might be received in the mean time. 
He said—the action of the house did not impiy war. There 
were Other alternatives to which this governinent might resort, 
to coerce that of France. In voting for the present motion, ne 
gentleman commitied himself as to the course to be pursued. 
‘here were measures short of war, which perliaps might be 
more effectual than war or reprisals. Congress might proclaim 
a non-intercourse, or it might levy prohibitory duties, and thus 
strike at the vitals of the French commerce. Ali these courses 
were alike Open to the gevernment. Suppose the chambers 
should refuse to act definitively, might not congress declare 
that unless the French government complied with its engage- 
ments we would exclude her commerce from our ports? In 
what position would such a declaration place the two nations. 
it would throw the responsibility entirely upon France. It 
would present to her two alternatives, and leave her to choose. 
Such a ineasure would deeply affect that country. The Unit- 
ed States were among licr best customers. We took her wines, 
her silks, her brandies, &c. to the amount of filteen millions of | 
dollars every year. Was it probable that the people of France 
would sooner sacrifice such a commerce than pay us our five 
millions of dollars? Mr. S. said he was prepared to act now | 
prospectively; he was prepared to present this alternative to | 
France; he was prepared tu say we will have no further iter- 
course with you, tll you do us justice, till you pay the debt) 
you acknowledge you owe. Would France sacvifice her honor | 
and her immense commerce with this country rather than pay | 
this pittance of five millions? The people of France, ber manu- 
facturers, 80 deeply interested in our commerce, would coerce 
the chambers to pay this debt, which by war we might lose for 
ever. He hoped tlie present congress would not adjourn with- 
out acting on this subject, and when they did act, he hoped 
they would act with unanimity-—this was of the utmost import- 
ance. Party should give way to patriotism on such an occasion 
as this. Differ as we may as to our domestic policy, when the 
question is with a foreign government, we should present an 
united front, and act az oue man. 

After remarks from several other gentlemen— 


Mr. Archer, though imperfectly heard, was understood to 
say, that it was very desirable that the house should act, if pos- 
sible, with entire unanimity, not only in its final determination, 
but also in this incipient measure; but a determination having 
been expressed by his friend from Georgia, [Mr. Gilmer,] to 
oppose the motion, Mr. A. would take this opportunity to say 
that he should not vote for accompanying it with any instruc- 
tions. He putitto his honorable friend [Mr. Adams) to say, 
what would be gained by thus coercing the committee? Was 
it not most unfit and impoiitic, especialiy in the state of feeling 
that had been exhibited, to traminel the house in any way? 
He put it to gentlemen to say whether, with the views that had 
beeu expressed on that floor to-day, the house ought not to be 
left at the most perfect liberty to difect the action of the com- 
mittee alany moment it might think fi? Suppose important 
news should be received from France, how would this house 
be situated then? It would find itself trammelled by its own 
instructions, with one of the documents hung up in the house, 
and with no power to place that document before the commit- 
tee, although it was obvious they ought to have it. Suppose 
nothing should arrive from France, still the house must wait 
till the 20th, although at the risk of appearing to shrink from 
action or responsibility. In either case the effect must be to 
hamper needlessly the deliberations of the house. Nothing 
could be gained, and much might be lost, by adopting it. Why, 
thet. would the gentlemen [Mr. 4dams and Mr. Patton] perse- 
vere in , ressing it upon the house. 

Mr. Patto,: replied that the adoption of the instructions would 
not fetter the house in the least. The fixing on a day certain, 
beyond which the co.:)mittee should not wait, did not interrupt 
the action of the house af an earlier day. His honorable col- 
league must have mistaken ue form of the motion. Whether 
the committee should be ordered {0 report now, or two weeks 
hence, presented not the slightest obsiacle to the deliberations 
or the action of the house. Ue thought we instructions ought 
to be modified, and he considered the 20th of ibe month as the 
very latest day that would be at all proper. He coucurred with 
the gentleman from Georgia that there was no mode o1 cxpress- 











ing, at this time, any opinion as to what this house would do, 


in a given contingency. He was still, as he had from the first 
been, of opinion, that congress ought to wait the action of the 
chambers; that our wisest policy would be to manifest the ut- 
most forbearance and the strongest desire for conciliation, and 
to postpone to the last extremity any measure of direct collision 
with France. Mr. P. stood prepared for either fortune. While 
on the one hand he felt disposed to place the utmost reliance 
upon the integrity and honor of the French government, yet on 
the other he would not consent to submit to wrong, flagrant, 
persevering and unredressed, 

Mr. Cambreleng said, that as his object was unanimity, he 
would consent to withdraw his proposal for the 2Uth, in order 
that the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr, 
Hamer) might be adopted. 

The chair now put the question upon amending Mr. 4dams’s 
motion, by striking out ali instructions to the committee. 

Mr. Adams demanded that the question be taken by yeas 
and nays, but the house refused to order them, aud the amend- 
ment being adopted by a very large majority, 

Mr. Adams’s motion of reference was agreed to by the house, 

Whereupon, the bouse adjourned. 

oe SD Beene 
REPORT UPON EXECUTIVE PATRONAGE, 
From the National Intelligencer of Feb. 10, 

This session of congress has, 80 far as the senate is concern- 
ed, been distinguished by some of the most elaborate and able 
reports ever made in either branch of the national legislature. 
Couspicuous awiong them will stand the report yesterday made 
by Mr. Cuthoun, from a select committee appointed, upon his 
motion, to inquire into the extent and Operation of the con- 
stantly increasing patronage of the executive of the United 
States. In presenting the report, Mr. Caihoun said that it had 
the unanimous assent of the committee on every point of it but 
one, and on that one a single meniber of the committee only 
dissented. 

The report was read at the clerk’s table, chiefly by Mr. Pres- 
ton and Mr. Southard. The reading of it occupicd more than 
two hours. Its great length leaves it doubtful when we may be 
able to publisin it at large, and at the same Uime makes it an im- 
possible task to give, in the brief space of time allotted to us 
after hearing it read, any thing like a satisfactory condensed 
view of it. Weshatl endeavor only, therefore, to trace its ge- 
neral outline, premising that itis a report in part only, aud not 
definitive. 

‘Tie report sets out, very properly, with an effort to ascertain 
the present exlent of the executive patronage. For this pur- 
pose, the returns of the year 1831, not being complete, they 
take the year 1833 as the year affording the necessary data; 
Which data are, first, the revenue of the general government 
from all sources; secondly, the expenditures of the government, 
exciusive of payment of the public debt; and thirdly, the num- 
ber of persons who, as officers, agents, contractors, or in other 
forms, are in the receipt of the public money. The revenue of 
1833, the report states lo have been over thirty-five millions of 
dollars; the expenditures, exclusive of public debt, to have been 
nearly twenty three millions of dotlars; and the number of per- 
sons who are recipients of the public money to have been sixty 
thousand two hundred and odd, of whom belong (as nearly as 
we could catch the numbers) to the civil list 12,144; to the mi- 
litary and Indian departinents 9,643; to the navy (including ma- 
rine corps) 6,499; and to the post office 31,917; all of whom de- 
rive their places directly or indirectly from the executive, and, 
with the exception of the judicial officers, are subject to re- 
moval from office at the will and pleasure of the president. If 
to these be added thirty-nine thousand five bundred and forty- 
nine pensioners, an aggregate appears of one hundred thousand 
and seventy nine persons in the employ of the government, or 
in the receipt of inoney from the public treasury. If to these 
be added the countless host of those who are seeking to dis- 
place the present recipients and beneficiaries, some idea may 
be formed of the extent of the influence in the country of the 
patronage resulting from such large disbursements of money, in 
which so many individuals are interested. 

The report then proceeds to shew the great increase of the 
public expenditure in the eight years, from 1825 to 1833, inclu- 
sive, carrying with ita corresponding increase of the number 
and compensation of agents, officers, contractors and others, 
depending for subsistence upon the government, and of course 
upon the patronage of the executive. Before instituting this 
comparison, however, the report adverts to the rapid increase, 
by Indian treaties, of reservations of lands to Indians to be dis- 
posed of by them only with the consent of the executive, than 
which it is difficult to imagine a device better calculated to en- 
large the executive patronage. The practice of removing from 
office persons who are well qualified for and have faithfully per- 
formed their duties, in order to introduce others in their stead 
who are of the party in power—a practice of recent date—is 
also the subject of grave censure in this view of the report. 
Cases, it is true, may be found in the early stages of this go- 
vernment, in which removals from office have been made, but 
they are so few in number as to constitute instances rather 
than a practice: and it is only within a few years, that an op- 
portunity has been afforded of testing the practice as a system 
by its effects. A ’ 

Formerly, the patronage of the executive was confined, in 
point of fact, to the power of nominating persons to fill occa- 
sional vacancies in the public offices. Under the contrary 
practice, the offices of the government, instead of public trusis, 
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whose faithful execution is mainly to be held in view, come to 
be considered a3 the spoils of victory after a political contest— 
the rewards for faithful service in the ranks of party, the reci- 
pients of which become the corrupt and supple instruments of 
power, &c. and, by the hope of like reward, is created a host 
of hungry, greedy and subservient partisans, ready for any ser- 
vice, however corrupt, &c. This practice, therefore, the re- 
port goes on to say, is asystem to encourage vice and discou- 
rage virtue, and must end, if not reformed, by overturning the 
vernment and raising a despotism on its ruins. Faithful per- 
ormance of duty being no longer a recommendation to conti- 
nuance, the public officers consequently feel their dependence 
On the mere pleasure of the executive, and resort to all those 
acts of compliance and subserviency which they learn to con- 
sider as recommendations to his favor, &c. 

The report then adverts to the circumstances of the increased 
power which the executive has acquired by the control which 
late events have given to him over the public funds. Without 
meoting here the question of the legality or illegality of the ac- 
tion of the executive in removing the public moneys from de- 
posite in the bank of the United States, the committee say that 
there can be no doubt upon the mind of any man that the re- 
moval of the public deposites has increased the power of the 
executive, by placing the public funds under bis sole and unli- 
mited control, as they must continue to be until otherwise pro- 
vided by some action on the part of congress—if indeed any act 
of congress can be passed of greater effect in this respect than 
that which, at the time the public moneys were removed, di- 
rected where they should be kept. The report goes on to state 
some facts showing the extent of patronage exercised through 
this assumed power of controlling the deposites of the public 
money, &c. &e. 

Having thus shewn, by a variety of facts 2ad arguments, of 
which the above can afford but a very faint idea, the enormous 
extent of the executive power, the report takes some philoso- 
phical views of the subject. Patronage, in a government, says 
the report,is at best but a necessary evil; the tendency of which, 
even when comparatively restricted in its extent, is to debase 
and corrupt the morals of the community. In all well regulat- 
ed free governments, therefore, no more of it will be retained 
than is necessary to their healthful existence. The idea thata 
large executive patronage is necessary to give efficiency to the 
government is combatted as a fallacy, demonstrated to be sueh 
by a comparison of the present with the past extent of that pa- 
tronage in this government. For this comparison the commit- 
tee select the years 1825 and 1833, the former year being one in 
which the extent of the executive patronage already began to 
be thought too great, and the latter because it is the latest of 
which they can obtain correct returns. From this comparison 
it appears that the income of the government, including the 
post office, was, in 1825, $28,147,000; in 1833, $36,667,000 (re- 
jecting fractions). That the expenditure of the government, 
(exclusive of the public debt) was, in 1825, $12,719,000; in 1833, 
$25,685,000: and that 4he number of persons receiving emolu- 
ment or compensation from the government, was, in 1825, fifty- 
five thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven; and in 1833, 
one hundred thousand and seventy-nine persons. 

Measuring the extent of the public patronage by these ele- 
ments, combined with that of the gross expenditure, without 
adverting to other circumstances which have been shown still 
further to enlarge it, the result is as sixty-five to eighty-nine, 
shewiug an increase of patronage between those years of thirty- 
six per cent. The progressive increase having been much 
greater within the last four years than within the four your 
preceding. 


Anticipating the answer to this statement, that the increase 
of patronage &c. has not been greater than the increase in the 
growth and population of the country, the report goes on io 
show, by the operation of the several causes already enumerat- 
ed, that the patronage of the govenment has more than dou- 
bled within a space of time wherein the growth and popula- 
tion of the country have not probably increased more than 
24 percent. But, whilst shewing this, the report denies that 
there is any substantial reason why the patronage of the go- 
vernment should increase in proportion to its increase of popu- 
jation. This idea, the report goes on to shew, is an assump- 
tion dangerous as well as erroneous. The danger of a patron- 
age, thus increasing with the growth of a country, arises from 
the great advantage of an organized over an unorganized mass; 
the great advantage which, in a populous country, power thus 
acquires over liberty. The report dilates on the power which 
such a swelling patronage, all wielded by a single individual, 
gives him to corrupt the virtue of the people and seize on their 
liberties, &c. Under a continued progressive increase of pa- 
tronage, keeping pace with the increase of our population, li- 
berty itself must certainly be lost. Nothing but reform can 
save it. The action of the government must, then, be moderat- 
ed. This, the report maintains, is the principle on which our 
political existence depends. 

The report says that the committee are aware that it may be 
urged against their statement, that since 1833 there has been a 
great decrease in the public revenue by the operation of the last 
tariff law. But the revenue is yet as great, now that the public 
debt is extinguished, as it was when the public debt amounted 
to a hundred mittions of dollars. The difference hetween that 
time and the present is, that the surplus revenue then went to 
pay the public creditors; whereas it now goes inio the pockets 
of those who live upon the treasury. 
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The report next proceeds to examine into the effect of this 
enormous extension of executive patronage. The committee 
says, it has tended to sap the foundations of the constitution 
to throw a cloud of uncertainty over the future; to substitute M4 
degrading snbserviency to power for the attachment to liberty 
and our free institutions, for which the American people have 
been heretofore distinguished. There never was a period in 
our history, in short, in which the prospects were more gloomy 
for liberty, and devotion to party and to power stronger. With 
this increase of patronage, the whole structure of the govern- 
ment is undergoing a change. Admitting the necessity of a 
strong executive, the report enters into an argument to show 
that an executive has become too strong, when it begins to re- 
gard itself as the paramount power in the government. Nor in 
our case could the aid of the several states be successfully in- 
voked to resist the approach of despotic power in this form. So 
far from opposing it, they will be more likely to aid and 
strengthen the executive, and, acting in conjunction with it 
constitute a joint force difficult to be resisted by any other au- 
thority. 

For these evils, present and prospective, the report says, there 
can be but one effectual remedy, and that is, a prompt and 
great reduction of executive patronage, into the most expedient 
mode of effecting which the committee aext proceed to inquire. 
They begin by laying down as a general principle that it is the 
duty of a government to leave the money, as far as practicable, 
in the pockets of the people, from which they say it cannot be 
removed by the government, except for its essential wants, 
Without a violation of the highest trust of the government, and 
manifest injustice to the people, 

The report then enters upon an elaborate and comprehen- 
sive view of the finances of the country, to show to what ex- 
tent the revenue of the country may be expected to exceed 
the amount necessary to the support of government. In pursu- 
ing this inquiry, the committee go on to shew that, during the 
existence of the compromise law, so called, regulating duties 
on imports, and after all the reductions which may be made by 
reducing the duties on articles which do not interfere with pro- 
tection, there will still be an unavoidable annual surplus in the 
treasury of about nine millions of dollars. They do not pro- 
pose to reduce the income by reducing the price of the publie 
lands, because to reduce the price would not only tempt great 
speculations therein, and affect the value of all other landed 
property in the union, but would have the effect to increase in- 
stead of diminishing the income from their sale. As, therefore, 
itis deemed impossible, during the existence of the compro- 
mise act, and without disturbing that act, to prevent the annual 
receipt into the treasury of asurplus of nine millions, even af- 
ter reducing the expenditures of the government within proper 
limits, the committee go into an inquiry as to the most expedi- 
ent mode of applying this sum. They protest against its re- 
maining and accumulating in the banks where it is deposited; 
and they do not recommend its application to the purposes of 
internal improvement, the difficulties in the way of whieh bave 
been increased by the late executive vetoes, refusing to sanc- 
tion appropriations for that object. 


The committee, therefore, come to the conclusion that the 
only, and the least objectionable, mode of disposing of the sur- 
plus revenue, is to make an annual distribution thereof among 
the several states and territories, including the District of Colum- 
bia, to continue until the year 1842, which will terminate the 
existence of the present compromise act, and leave congress at 
liberty to reduce the income to the actual wants of the govern- 
ment. The committee propose to effect their object by an 
amendment of the conatitution, giving power to congress to 
make such distribution, which a majority of the committee 
deem not now within the competency of congress. For that 
purpose they report a joint resolution, and propose to divide the 
annual surplus revenue into such number of shares as there are 
senators and representatives, to be divided among the states in 
proportion to their representation, with two shares to each ter- 
ritory and the District of Columbia. 

The committee propose, also, the enactment of a law, for 
which they report a bill, to regulate the deposites of the public 
money; and the enactment of one of the bills reported by a se- 
lect committee in 1826, to regulate the patronage of the govern- 
ment. 

After the reading of the report was finished, the joint resolu- 
tion proposing the distribution of the surplus revenue, and the 
two bills, were severally presented and read the first time. 

Mr. Calhoun moved that the joint resolution be now read a 
second time, with the view of making its consideration the or- 
der of the day for a particular day. 

Mr. Benton objeeted to its being now read the second a 
and, as it required unanimous consent, the second reading “i 
not take place. 

The bills were read a second time, by general consent, and, 
on motion of Mr. Calhoun, made the special oxder for Thursday 
next. 

Mr. Poindexter then rose, and from sn impression of the deep 
importance of the subject, moved the printing of thirty thousand 
copies of the report made to-day, and of the report of 1826 on the 
same subject. He followed tis motion with an animated speech 





on the state of public affairs. 

A debate then arose, which lasted unti? past five o’clock, 
when the seyate adjourned after ordering 10,000 co 
Calhoun’s report to be printed, and the usual num 
Benftert’s report of 1826, on the same subject. 
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